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Land 
Acknowledgement

“We acknowledge that the lands on which 
Memorial University’s campuses are 
situated are in the traditional territories 
of diverse Indigenous groups, and we 
acknowledge with respect the histories 
and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, 
Innu and Inuit of this province.”



National Security Guidelines 
for Research Partnerships

 Introduced in 2021

 Integrates national security considerations into the development, evaluation, 
and funding of research partnerships

 Applies to NSERC Alliance Program with Private Sector Partners

 Risk Assessment Form completed as part of the application

 Risk, and risk mitigation plan if applicable, assessed during grant review

RESOURCES:

 Guidelines (PDF)

 VIDEO

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/sites/default/files/attachments/2023/risk_assessment_form_ISED-ISDE3832E.pdf
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/sites/default/files/documents/national_security_guidelines_for_research_partnerships_Jan2024.pdf
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/national-security-guidelines-research-partnerships/why-guidelines


Sensitive Technology Research and 
Affiliations of Concern (STRAC)

 Evidence based policy focused on protecting Canada’s research in the most 
sensitive areas from national security threats

 Announced by federal government in Feb. 2024, policy came into effect May 2024

 Utilizes two separate lists which operate in conjunction:  
 Sensitive Technology Research Areas (STRAs)

 Named Research Organizations (NROs)

 Research that advances technology in a STRA will not be funded if activities 
supported by the grant are affiliated with or in receipt of funding or in-kind 
support, from a university, research institute or laboratory connected to military, 
national defence, or state security entities that could pose a risk to Canada’s 
national security



Strategic Technology 
Research Areas (STRA)

1. Advanced Infrastructure Technology

2. Advanced Energy Technology

3. Advanced Materials and Manufacturing

4. Advanced Sensing and Surveillance

5. Advanced Weapons

6. Aerospace, Space and Satellite Technology

7. Artificial Intelligence and Big Data Technology

8. Human-Machine Integration

9. Life Science Technology 

1. Biotechnology

2. Medical and Healthcare Technology

10. Quantum Science and Technology

11. Robotics and Autonomous Systems





Named 
Research 
Organizations 
(NRO)

 Research Organizations and Institutions 
which pose the highest risk to Canada’s 
national security due to direct, or 
indirect connections with military, 
national defence, and state security 
entities

 103 NROs

 Best Practice: apply due diligence to 
assess any new collaborations







Responsibilities of the PI

 Determining if the proposed research aims to advance a STRA

 Tri-agency security team can help if you are unsure

 Policy not applicable to technology that may already be ubiquitous in the course of a 
research project

 Ensuring all team members are aware of the STRAC policy and their requirement 
to comply for the duration of the funding (including HQP)

 Ensuring the accuracy of your own attestation

 Inform Memorial and the funding agency if:

 the proposed research changes such that it includes a STRA that was not previously 
identified

 a new team member (named role) is added to your project which aims to advance a 
STRA



Validation of Policy Compliance

 Granting agencies will conduct periodic 
reviews on a randomized set of funded* 
applications

 Determine if research is appropriately 
identified as aiming to advance a strategic 
research area

 Determine if all researchers have any 
undisclosed affiliations of concern

 Attestation form and abstracts will be 
shared with national security departments 
for assessment

* Applications under the National Guidelines for Research Partnerships will be
Assessed at the time of application (e.g., NSERC Alliance)



Things to keep in mind

 The STRAC policy only impacts NEW grant applications
 In effect for entire duration of grant including dissemination

 The STRA and NRO lists are not static
 Researchers are only bound to the lists which were active at the time of their application

 Federal funding agencies will try not to update lists immediately prior to major funding 
deadlines

 While HQP who are not named in a grant application are not required to submit an 
attestation, they are expected to comply with the policy

 You CAN include team members who were previously associated with a NRO, but are no 
longer affiliated (e.g., a student who graduated from an NRO but is no longer affiliated)

 This policy  is new and evolving



Tips for Best Practice

 Save a copy of the STRA and NRO at the time of your grant application

 Save a copy of an attestation for all researchers who are working on 
the project (students, postdocs, staff, collaborators, etc.)

 If you are unsure as to whether your research would be considered as 
aiming to advance a STRA we recommend you reach out to the Tri-
agency security team for guidance

 If you have recently terminated your affiliation with an NRO- maintain 
a record of that termination (e.g., resignation letter, emails from 
colleagues acknowledging your departure)



Resources
 STRAC Policy 
 Sensitive Technology Research Areas list
 Named Research Organizations
 Safeguarding your Research

 Safeguarding Science Workshops  (synchronous & asynchronous)

 FAQs 
 Gov’t of CAN 

 Tri-Agency 

Contacts:
• NSERC: researchsecurity@nserc-crsng.gc.ca
• CIHR: support-soutien@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
• SSHRC: researchsecurity-securiterecherche@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca

https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/sensitive-technology-research-areas
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/named-research-organizations
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/cnt/ntnl-scrt/cntr-trrrsm/cntr-prlfrtn/sfgrdng-scnc/sfgrdng-scnc-wrkshp-en.aspx
https://science.gc.ca/site/science/en/safeguarding-your-research/guidelines-and-tools-implement-research-security/sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern/frequently-asked-questions-faq-policy-sensitive-technology-research-and-affiliations-concern
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/InterAgency-Interorganismes/RS-SR/strac-rtsap_eng.asp#a22
mailto:researchsecurity@nserc-crsng.gc.ca
mailto:support-soutien@cihr-irsc.gc.ca
mailto:researchsecurity-securiterecherche@sshrc-crsh.gc.ca
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