
NSERC Research Tools & Instruments 
(RTI) 2024 Information Session

September 25, 2024   

‘On the Menu’

Info Session Notes:

• This webinar is being recorded

• Webinar and presentation slides will be shared (OTM webpage & 
FoS YouTube channel) 



Land 
Acknowledgement

“We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial 
University’s campuses are situated are in the 
traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, 
and we acknowledge with respect the histories and 
cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu and Inuit of 
this province.”



NSERC 
Research Tools 
& Instruments 
(RTI) grants 
program

 Support the purchase of equipment 
with a net cost of $7,001- $250,000 

 RTIs provide up to $150,000

 Instruments & tools must support 
NSERC funded research in NSE

 For applications with multiple 
items - must form a comprehensive 
system



Eligibility to apply and hold an RTI

 Researchers can only participate in 1 RTI at a time, either as an 
applicant OR co-applicant

 All applicants and co-applicants must hold a NSERC research grant 
at the time of award

 i.e., CERC, CAN 150 RC, CRC (NSERC), IRC, Alliance grants, CRD 
grants, DGs, DH grants, & Strategic Partnership grants

 

 If you are successful in obtaining an RTI (as principal or co-
applicant), you cannot apply to the next year’s competition



Eligible costs 



Other details & considerations 
 Applicants must provide two recent quotes for item(s) with a net 

cost >25k  

 NSERC does not adjust for fluctuations in currency exchange rates 
or inflation
 Use Bank of Canada exchange rate

 Co-applicant(s) from other units or external to MUN need to be 
approved
 Internal facilitated by GFOs, External via Form 

 Confirm the required space/infrastructure for the proposed 
equipment (renovations are not eligible costs)

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.mun.ca/science/media/production/memorial/academic/faculty-of-science/faculty-of-science/media-library/research-teaching/research/researchformsandguides/Institutional%20approval%20form%20for%20external%20co-applicants%20FoS.pdf


RTI – Application Cycle: 

• Begin application on the Triagency Research Portal
• Complete NSERC CCV
• Contact vendors, obtain quotes
• Discuss the need for any additional contributions- confirmation of 

other sources required
• Confirm availability of space (and if any renovations required)
• Advise grants team about co-applicants

Prepare application: Start as soon as possible

• Submit complete application on ROMEO (MUN Researcher Portal)
• Submit on the Research Portal (does not go directly to NSERC)

Internal Faculty of Science Deadline: October 15, 2024

• Faculty of Science submits final version of RTI to NSERC via the 
Research Portal

NSERC Deadline: October 25, 2024

https://portal-portail.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/s/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fdb-tb%2fdb-tb.aspx


NSERC RTI Main Components
Summary of Proposal 

Proposed Expenditures/ Form 

Proposal (max. 4pg)

Budget Justification (max. 3pg)

Quotations (2) Individual items >$25,000

NSERC CCV for primary and all co-applicants

STRAC Attestation (if your research falls within a STRA) 

Detailed budget table & justification

Relationship to other support

Plain language



Peer Review Criteria
 Need, urgency and suitability

 Equipment is essential to research

 No other cost-effective options/similar equipment available

 Impact of delay on research progress

 Degree of utilization

 Feasibility and impact

 Quality and significance of research and potential for impact/ major advances

 Feasibility of user/maintenance plan

 Experience with equipment/training options

 Consideration of EDI in team composition

 Training of highly qualified personnel (HQP)

 Hands-on training/quality of training

 Potential for marketable skills

 Consideration of EDI in training HQP

40%

40%

20%





Budget Justification

Be sure to use the NSERC budget template

Include a detailed justification for all line items

Explain the relationship to any other support you and your co-applicant(s) hold

11.65



Top Tips

1. Structure your application (headings, BUI) and explicitly address 
review criteria

2. Make it clear why your research is important
 What are the impacts to the field and to the average Canadian?

3. Only include co-applicants that will frequently use the equipment

 How does everyone benefit?

4. Intentionally address Equity, Diversity, & Inclusion 

 In the rationale of the team composition
 Team includes (co)applicant(s), HQP, users 

 In the training of HQP



NSERC RTI 
Resources

 Information Centre

 Instructions for Completing an Application

 FAQ

 NSERC CCV instructions

 Peer Review Manual

 Q&A Sessions: 

 English- Sep 5, Sep 24 (2:30-4PM)

 French- Sep 4, Sep 26 (2:30-4PM) 

 Pre-recorded videos (2023)

 Slides

 Email contact: resgrant@nserc-crsng.gc.ca

https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/Professors-Professeurs/RTII-OIRI/RTI-OIR_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/RTIInstruct-SOIInstruct_eng.asp
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Professors-Professeurs/RTIFAQ-OIRFAQ_e.pdf
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/ResearchPortal-PortailDeRecherche/Instructions-Instructions/ccv-cvc_eng.asp
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Reviewers-Examinateurs/RTI-OIR_eng.pdf
https://www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/researchportal-portailderecherche/QA_Sessions-Seances_questions_reponse_direct_eng.asp
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL6ox0GB7vXYnVnGUKq96dmP9_mCos23IR
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.nserc-crsng.gc.ca/_doc/Webinars/RTI_Webinar_CY2025_e.pdf
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