
Faculty of Science 

Office of the Dean 
St. John’s, NL  Canada   A1B 3X7 
Tel:  709 864 8154   Fax:  709 864 3316 
deansci@mun.ca    www.mun.ca/science 

MEETING OF THE FACULTY COUNCIL OF THE FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

A regular meeting of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Science will be held on Wednesday, 
November 21, 2018 at 1 p.m. in C-2045. 

AGENDA 
1. Regrets
2. Adoption of the Minutes of October 17, 2018
3. Business Arising from the Minutes:
4. Correspondence:  None
5. Indigenous Research- Consent Requirements Presentation by Dr. Max Liboiron, 

Associate Vice President (Indigenous Research)
6. Reports of Standing Committees:

A. Undergraduate Studies Committee:  None
B. Graduate Studies Committee:  None
C. Nominating Committee:  Discussion of draft Constitution and By-Laws 

(pages 5-10)
D. Library Committee:  None

7. MUNFA Negotiations Update
8. Innovation Fund
9. Report of Teaching Consultant
10. Reports of Delegates from Other Councils
11. Report of the Dean
12. Question Period
13. Adjournment 

Mark Abrahams, Ph.D. 
Dean of Science 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
FACULTY COUNCIL OF SCIENCE 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF OCTOBER 17, 2018 

A meeting of the Faculty Council of the Faculty of Science was held on Wednesday, October 
17, at 1:00 p.m. in room C-2045. 

FSC 2623 Present 
Biochemistry 
M. Berry, V. Booth, J. Brunton, S. Harding, M. Mulligan

Biology 
B. Staveley

Chemistry 
C. Bottaro, C. Flinn, E. Merschrod

Computer Science 
S. Bungay

Earth Sciences 
J. Hanchar

Mathematics and Statistics 
I. Booth, R. Haynes, JC Loredo-Osti, S. Mantyka, D. Pike, S. Sullivan

Ocean Sciences 
G. Fletcher, J. Wroblewski

Physics & Physical Oceanography 
S. Curnoe, M. Evstigneev, M. Morrow, J. Munroe, K. Poduska, I. Saika-Voivod

Psychology 
C. Thorpe

Dean of Science Office 
M. Abrahams, G. Kenny, T. Mackenzie, L. Zedel,



Students 
P. Isesele, A. Mahmood, M. Saeed

FSC 2624 Regrets 
A. Bates, G. Bodwell, S. Caines, N. Catto, A. Hossain, M. Stordy, A. Todd

FSC 2625 Adoption of Minutes 
Moved:  Minutes of September 19, 2018, meeting be adopted (Berry/Fletcher). 
One Abstention. Carried. 

FSC 2626 Business Arising:  None 

FSC 2627 Correspondence:  None 

FSC 2628 Reports of Standing Committees: 

A. Undergraduate Studies Committee:
Presented by Shannon Sullivan, Chair, Undergraduate Studies Committee.
a. Moved: Department of Computer Science, proposal for a new course,
COMP 3100, Web Programming. (Sullivan/Bungay). Carried.
b. Department of Biochemistry, proposal for a Special Topics course, BIOC
4231, Molecular Biology of the Bacterial-Human Interface, approved by the
committee and presented to Faculty Council for information only.

B. Graduate Studies Committee:
Presented by Len Zedel, Associate Dean, Research and Graduate Studies.
a. Moved: Department of Ocean Sciences, proposed calendar changes for

Marine Biology M.Sc. and PhD programs, with a change in the wording
since the initial submission. The department changed “ecology and
evolution” to “marine ecology and evolution”. (Zedel/Fletcher). Carried.

C. Nominating Committee:  None
D. Library Committee:  None

FSC 2629 Report of Teaching Consultant:  None 
FSC 2630 Reports of Delegates from Other Councils:  None 
FSC 2631 Report of the Dean 

Presented by Mark Abrahams, Dean of Science. 
1. A large proportion of my time since last we met has been spent in collective

bargaining with the Faculty Association. As a consequence my report is relatively
brief, but I do hope that we now have an agreement that is acceptable to both parties.

2. Departments within the Faculty of Science hosted two public lectures this month,
the Laird and Canning Lectures. The Laird Lecture given by Dr. Sarah Seager from
MIT was on “Exoplanets and the Search for Habitable Worlds” and the Canning
Lecture was given by Dr. Stephanie Jones from Harvard University on “The Science
and Practice of Social, Emotional, and Character Development in Schools”. Both
were excellent and well attended and I congratulate the nominators and the
organizers. Please note that these lecture series are funded through endowed gifts to



the university and I encourage faculty to insure that they take advantage of the 
opportunity. 

3. From October 9 to 12 Memorial University hosted the first meeting of the Ocean
Frontier Institute (OFI). The OFI was funded through the Canada First Research
Excellence Fund to Memorial, Dalhousie, and the University of Prince Edward
Island. This meeting was intended to integrate the researchers involved in this
project, and our research partners in academia, government, industry and non-
governmental organizations. It was also intended to discuss the types of projects
that should be funded through the second phase of research grants, and our
integration with the Ocean SuperCluster.

4. I am now sitting on the University Building Committee Working Group. Our job is
to figure out how to deal with the potential demolition of the Science Building that
will involve the relocation of the Psychology Department, reconfiguration of the
Chemistry Physics building that will impact the Physics Department, and dealing
with the loss of classroom space in the Science building.

5. I have been appointed to sit on the Complement Advisory Committee that is
intended to address issues associated with reductions in faculty positions associated
with the Voluntary Retirement Program.

FSC 2632 Question Period:   
The Dean confirmed that, in his role on the University Building Committee Working 
Group, he is advocating for better space for the Department of Mathematics and 
Statistics. 

There was discussion around ITS expanding to take over departmental computer support 
staff work within the Faculty of Science. The Dean assured the departments that there 
are no plans to make any such changes.  

The Dean addressed the question of the current plan regarding MUN’s size. There are 
no plans to increase the size of Memorial, given the current climate, but there is a move 
to reduce costs by controlling the size of MUN. Dr. Abrahams along with other Deans 
will work to ensure there will be no decrease in the core academic units.  

The Dean will check with Dr. Fridgen about the WHMIS recertification required of all 
faculty, staff and students prior to December 2018. The understanding was that the 
updated module would be available in early October, but it is apparently still not 
available.  

The Dean confirmed there were 13 approved applications from faculty and 2 approved 
applications from staff for the Voluntary Retirement Program.  

FSC 2633 Adjournment 
The meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. 



Constitution and By-laws of the Faculty of Science 

CONSTITUTION 

1. Function of the Faculty Council
1.1 The Faculty Council approves and recommends to the Senate all regulations and proposals
concerning courses and programs of study in the Faculty of Science (FOS). Council approves FOS
policies and procedures and discusses and makes recommendations to the Dean on any other
matters affecting the academic life and development of the FOS.

2. Membership of the Council
2.1 Voting membership in the Council shall be limited to:
(a) the Dean of Science, Associate Deans of Science, Heads of Departments in the FOS (including
Geography and Economics), and all members of the Memorial University of Newfoundland
Faculty Association (MUNFA) holding an appointment as an Academic Staff Member (ASM or
ASM-CE) in the FOS and those academic staff members of the departments of Economics and
Geography as specified in By-laws 1.2 and 1.2;
(b) the Senior Academic Advisor and the Teaching Consultant for the Faculty of Science;
(c) one staff member from each department in the FOS whose duties will normally include
academic advising and/or instruction, nominated by the Department Head following
consultation within the department;
(d) one graduate student and one undergraduate student per department and one graduate
student per Interdisciplinary Program in the FOS nominated by the Department Head (or
Interdisciplinary Program Chair) following consultation within the department or program.
Eligibility of student members is defined in the By-Laws;
(e) three undergraduate student representatives nominated by the Memorial University of
Newfoundland Students’ Union (MUNSU) and two graduate students nominated by the
Graduate Students’ Union (GSU. Eligibility of student members is defined in the By-Laws); and
(f) the Assistant Registrar for the FOS.

3. Meetings
3.1 Meetings of the Council are open to all members of the university community.

3.2 Regular meetings of the Council are scheduled and held as stated in the By-Laws.

3.3 Special meetings of the Council may be called by the Dean of Science or upon the petition of
at least 15 members of the Council.

3.4 The quorum shall be as defined in the By-laws.

3.5 Joint meetings of the Council may be held with any of the Councils of other Faculties or
Schools in the University when deemed desirable by the Dean of Science in consultation with
the officers of the other Councils.
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4. Officers
4.1 The Dean of Science shall be Chair of the Council. In the absence of the Dean, one of the
Associate Deans may be delegated the Chair’s responsibilities.

4.2 The Dean, acting on behalf of Council, shall appoint a Secretary to Council from among the
staff in the Dean’s office whose responsibilities shall include (i) maintaining a record of
attendance, (ii) preparing agendas and minutes, (iii) submitting recommendations and proposals
approved by Council to Senate, and (iv) corresponding as needed with other Faculty Councils

5. Amendments to the Constitution and By-Laws
5.1 Any notice of amendment to this Constitution or its By-Laws must be submitted in writing to
the Chair of the Council and shall include the proposed text of the motion and a rationale for the
proposed change.

5.2 The Chair of the Council shall circulate a notice of meeting to all voting members of the
Council not less than 14 days in advance of any meeting to consider the amendment(s). Such
notice shall enunciate the proposed motion or motions and give the date, time, and location of
the meeting at which the motion or motions will be considered.

5.3 Adoption of the amendment shall require a two-thirds majority of those voting members
present at the meeting.

5.4 Changes to the Constitution (but not to the By-Laws) require approval by the Senate and
ratification by the Board of Regents before they take effect.

6. Committees of the Council
6.1 The Council shall have the power to establish Standing and ad hoc Committees and to
delegate to those Committees whatever functions it deems appropriate.

6.2 The Terms of Reference and Membership of Standing Committees of the Council shall be set
forth in the By-Laws.
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BY-LAWS 
1. Membership

1.1 Inasmuch as the Department of Geography offers a program in Physical Geography leading
to a Bachelor of Science Degree, the academic staff members of that Department who are
Physical Geographers shall be voting members of the Faculty Council, as will the Head of the
Department of Geography. For the purpose of committee membership on the Standing
Committees of this Council, this group will be considered a Department.
1.2 Inasmuch as the Department of Economics offers a program in Economics leading to a
Bachelor of Science Degree, the academic staff members and the Head of that Department shall
be voting members of the Faculty Council, and, as such, will be entitled to membership on the
Standing Committees of this Council.
1.3 Graduate or undergraduate students shall be appointed as members of Council for a one-
year term, and may be reappointed to additional one-year terms. The undergraduate student
members representing the departments must have declared a major or joint major in a program
offered by the Department that appointed them. The graduate student members must be
enrolled in a graduate program offered by the Department or Interdisciplinary Graduate
Program that appointed them.  Undergraduate students appointed by MUNSU must have
declared a major in a program offered by the FOS. Graduate students appointed by the GSU
must be enrolled in a graduate program in the FOS.

2. Meetings of Faculty Council
2.1 The Council will meet regularly each month throughout the Fall and Winter Semesters at
such times and places as are announced. Such regular meetings may be extended through the
Spring Semester, should the Chair or Council so decide.
2.2 It is the responsibility of the Secretary (or delegate) to prepare and make available the
Agenda for, and minutes of, the meetings of the Council.
2.3 Except with special leave of the Council, all documents and motions for discussion at a
regular meeting shall be made available to members at least five calendar days prior to the
meeting.
2.4 A quorum shall be a minimum of 20 of the eligible voting membership of the Council as
defined in 2.1 of the Constitution including a minimum of 15 members defined in 2.1 (a).
2.5 The Chair shall cast a vote only in the event of a tie.

3. Intra-University Liaison
3.1 The Council may invite to its meetings one non-voting representative from all other Faculties
and Schools.
3.2 When other Councils invite representatives from the Faculty of Science to attend their
meetings, appropriate  members of the FOS will be proposed by the Dean (or delegate), and
shall be ratified by Council.
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4. Standing Committees of Council
Standing Committees of the Council are permanent bodies tasked with deliberating issues and
making recommendations to Council for a decision, or making decisions delegated to them by
the Council. Members of Standing Committees are encouraged to keep colleagues in their home
departments informed about applicable Committee business.
4.1 Membership on a Standing Committee is normally for one academic year, September 1 to
August 31.
4.2 The Dean (or delegate), acting on behalf of Council, is responsible for ensuring that the
membership of Standing Committees is filled in accordance with these By-Laws.
4.3 Committee membership for the academic year shall be ratified by Council at its first meeting
of the academic year.
4.4. Standing Committees of the council shall choose their own Chair from among their
membership.
4.5 All Committees of the Council shall have the power to form ad hoc sub-committees for
liaison with appropriate committees or sub-committees representing other Faculties or Schools
in the University. The Council shall be informed of such arrangements.
4.6 A quorum for a meeting of or a decision by of a Standing Committee shall be the greater of
33% plus one of the voting membership, or three voting members. This also includes electronic
meetings (e.g. votes held via email).

5. Undergraduate Studies Committee
5.1 There shall be a Standing Committee on Undergraduate Studies which shall recommend to
Council for approval the addition, modification, or deletion of courses, programs, departmental
regulations, and faculty regulations pertinent to undergraduate studies in the FOS.
5.2 The Undergraduate Studies Committee shall make decisions on other such matters that are
delegated by Faculty Council.
5.3 The Undergraduate Studies Committee shall consist of:
(a) the Associate Dean of Science (Undergraduate and Administration) (ex officio);
(b) the Senior Academic Advisor for Science (ex officio);
(c) the Teaching Consultant for the Faculty of Science (ex officio)
(d) one ASM from each department nominated by the Department Head following consultation
within the department;
(d) one ASM from Co-Operative Education in the FOS nominated by the Dean (or delegate);
(e) the Assistant Registrar for the Faculty of Science (ex officio); and
(f) one undergraduate student who has declared a major in a program offered by the FOS,
nominated by MUNSU

5.4 The Chair of the Faculty Council (or delegate) is authorized to approve, for recommendation 
to the Senate and on behalf of the Faculty Council, the addition, modification, or deletion of 
courses, programmes and departmental regulations proposed by the Departments of Economics 
and Geography.  If this approval is not granted by the Chair, such proposals shall be referred to 
the Undergraduate Studies Committee. 
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6. Undergraduate Waivers and Appeals Sub-Committee
6.1 A standing sub-committee of the Undergraduate Studies Committee shall be known as the
Undergraduate Waivers and Appeals Sub-Committee. This subcommittee shall adjudicate
requests for waivers of undergraduate academic program regulations, course substitutions, and
other student-related cases involving undergraduate academic programs in the FOS.
6.2 Requests for waivers are normally initiated by a letter from the Head of the Department (or
delegate) to the Assistant Registrar for the FOS, who will bring them to the sub-committee.
6.3 Students who wish to appeal decisions in accordance with the General Academic Regulations
(Undergraduate), should submit a letter to the Assistant Registrar for the Faculty of Science,
who will bring the appeal to the sub-committee.
6.4 The Membership of the Undergraduate Waivers and Appeals Sub-committee shall be:
(a) the chair of the Undergraduate Studies Committee;
(b) the Associate Dean (Undergraduate and Administration) (ex officio); and
(c) the Assistant Registrar for the FOS (ex officio)

7. Graduate Studies Committee
7.1 There shall be a Standing Committee on Graduate studies which shall recommend to Council
for approval the addition, modification, or deletion of courses, programs, departmental
regulations, and faculty regulations pertaining to graduate students in the FOS.
7.2 The Graduate Studies Committee shall make decisions on other such matters that are
delegated by Faculty Council.
7.3 The Graduate Studies Committee shall consist of:
(a) the Associate Dean (Graduate and Research) (ex officio)
(b) one ASM from each department with a graduate program  nominated by the Department
Head following consultation with the department;
(c) one ASM from Co-Operative Education in the FOS nominated by the Dean (or delegate);
(d) the Chair of each Interdisciplinary Program (or delegate); and
(e) one graduate student enrolled in a FOS graduate program, recommended by the GSU.

8. Library Committee
8.1 There shall be a Standing Committee on the Library which shall act in an advisory and
consultative capacity to the Council on all matters concerning library facilities insofar as they
affect the FOS. The Committee shall be responsible for developing adequate liaison with the
officers of the University Library.
8.2 The Library Committee shall consist of:
(a) the Associate Dean of Science (Graduate and Research);
(b) a Librarian responsible for a FOS subject area;
(c) one ASM from each department nominated by the Department Head following consultation
within the department;
(d) one undergraduate student who has declared a major in a program offered by the FOS,
recommended by MUNSU; and
(e) one graduate student enrolled in a FOS graduate program, recommended by the GSU
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9. Awards Committee
9.1 There shall be a Standing Committee on Awards which shall (i) act as a selection committee
for the Dean of Science Faculty awards and (ii) assist in the nomination of ASMs for awards
external to the FOS.
9.2 The Awards Committee shall consist of:
(a) A minimum of three ASMs from different Departments within the FOS and appointed by the

Dean (or delegate).
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