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ASSISTANT DEAN NEWS

Colleagues,

Thank you for reading the first 2026 edition of the DME Dispatch. We
encourage you to share it widely. Since our last issue, there have been

several significant developments within Distributed Medical Education
(DME) and the Faculty of Medicine.

| am pleased to formally welcome Dr. Stuart Carney as our new Dean of
Medicine. In early February, the DME team met with Dean Carney to
review recent accomplishments, discuss unit priorities, and align on
strategic directions for 2026 and beyond. We look forward to working
closely together as we advance our shared goals.

The Office of DME, in collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine, the Government of Newfoundland and
Labrador, and Newfoundland and Labrador Health Services, continues to strengthen support for
distributed faculty and learners. New models of faculty recognition, including a tiered preceptor
remuneration framework and enhanced financial support for logistical and operational costs associated
with hosting_learners have been approved and implemented. Learner supports have also been expanded
through additional housing units, and funding for learner travel has been enhanced.

We are delighted to welcome 20 new learners to Memorial’s regional campus on Prince Edward Island.
Under the leadership of Associate Dean, Dr. Peter MacPherson, and in partnership with the PEl campus
team and the Faculty of Medicine, these learners are benefiting from high-quality medical education at
our newest regional site.


http://bit.ly/MemorialDME
https://www.mun.ca/medicine/about-us/policies-and-procedures/browse-policies/university-policy/?policy=70
https://www.mun.ca/medicine/about-us/policies-and-procedures/browse-policies/university-policy/?policy=70
https://www.mun.ca/medicine/administrative-departments/distributed-medical-education/distributed-faculty/logistical-and-operational-learner-fund/
https://www.mun.ca/medicine/administrative-departments/distributed-medical-education/distributed-faculty/logistical-and-operational-learner-fund/
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Newfoundland and Labrador’s first Longitudinal Integrated Clerkship (LIC) has also launched successfully in
Clarenville, led by Dr. Sarah Small, Dr. Jenna Paul, DME, and the Undergraduate Medical Education team.
Planning is underway to expand LIC opportunities to additional sites in both Newfoundland and Labrador
and Prince Edward Island.

Finally, please watch for further details regarding the 2026 Preceptors’ Symposium,

SAVE

scheduled for October in the Humber Valley region. Dean Carney will open

the program with the plenary session, followed by the traditional Dean’s THE
social event. We look forward to welcoming preceptors, staff and learners
for a dynamic program of learning, mentorship, and collegial connection. DATE

2026 Preceptors’
Symposium
October 22-23, 2026
in the Humber Valley.
More details to follow!

| invite you to share your ideas for DME with me at: dmeassitantdean@mun.ca

Dr. Andrew Hunt, Assistant Dean
Distributed Medical Education, Faculty of Medicine


http://bit.ly/MemorialDME
mailto:dmeassitantdean@mun.ca
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DME LEAD - UPDATE AND HIGHLIGHTS

DR. ABBY ROBBINS, DME LEAD, CENTRAL REGION

The DME Central team continues to strengthen training opportunities for our medical learners across the
central region.

This year, we have welcomed several new family medicine and specialist preceptors to our teaching
network. Each new preceptor expands the breadth of clinical exposure available to our students and helps
ensure that learners can train in diverse practice settings while experiencing the realities and rewards of
rural medicine. These additions also enhance our ability to offer high-quality placements in communities
throughout the central region. Training in rural environments provides learners with invaluable hands-on
experience, close mentorship, and the opportunity to develop the broad clinical skills that are essential to
rural practice.

In addition to our expanding clinical training network, we recently hosted an exciting family medicine
resident workshop in Gander focused on wilderness medicine and search and rescue. The event combined
hands-on simulation training with practical teaching on managing medical emergencies in remote
environments. The enthusiasm and engagement from participants made it a truly memorable learning
experience. We thank Dr. Casey and Dr. Dicks for coordinating this event!

These initiatives would not be possible without the dedication of our clinical faculty and administrative
colleagues. Their ongoing commitment to teaching, mentorship, and program coordination continues to
strengthen rural medical education and ensures our residents receive exceptional training. Thank you to
all of our preceptors, faculty members, and administrators for your continued support and dedication to
preparing physicians for rural communities. Your efforts play a vital role in shaping the future of rural
healthcare.

Photo: Dr. Abby Robbins
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LEARNER MOMENTS - THE EDUCATIONAL EXPERIENCE

The Western Zone in Newfoundland is where | spent almost all of my clerkship in medical school and |
couldn’t be happier for it. The quality of living speaks for itself, if you know, you know. So, | will focus on
the learning and why this region is the best choice for educational experiences in addition to lifestyle.
Objectively, the strengths include: a diverse team of physicians and allied healthcare; a brand new
hospital that makes long hours at work not only bearable but enjoyable; a busy location with a limited
number of residents and other learners, meaning clerks and residents get excellent one-on-one teaching
and limitless hands-on learning on every rotation. More subjectively, you can expect a remarkable level of
flexibility and teamwork while training here. When your preceptor asks what you want to be when you
grow up, it's not just small talk. They really will take your goals and interests into account and help you
find the best learning opportunities while you're here. In addition to that, the teamwork is so strong here,
that you will often find yourself as a real, functioning part of the team to a level that not all other sites are
able to match. Westfam residents are known for being happy, welcoming, and helpful. The preceptors
here are much the same. And the inherent strengths of the location will make you want to move here
permanently.

~Andrew Hogan, CC4, Corner Brook


http://bit.ly/MemorialDME
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A DAY IN THE LIFE OF THE DME APA

(EASTERN)

The Distributed Medical Education Academic
Program Administrator (DME APA) role is
defined by high regional autonomy and
independent decision-making. As the primary
contact for learners, clinical faculty, and
community partners, the APA is fully
accountable for operational details within
their teaching sites. In DME Northeast and
DME Discovery, this includes coordinating
complex clinical schedules across Family
Medicine, Surgery, Obstetrics/Gynecology,

Cassandra Ingram Jackie Fewer
Psychiatry, Emergency Medicine, and

dme.discovery@mun. dme.northeast@mun.ca
Pediatrics to ensure core program

requirements are met.

Day to day, the APA manages Year 1 Community Engagement, Year 2 Black Bag, RFM clerkships,
UGME/PGME rotations, and Family Medicine Residency templates. This involves recruiting and supporting
clinical faculty, liaising with local partners, maintaining site capacity documents, and responding to frequent
schedule changes. The APA also oversees housing logistics, including coordination with landlords,
inspections, and lease compliance, which is essential for rural site sustainability.

The position carries substantial responsibility for event planning and curriculum delivery. APAs organize
Resident Academic and Wellness Workshops, Faculty Development sessions, SOOs, orientations, hospital
tours, and Year-End Celebration events, handling venues, catering, and budget approvals. They also
troubleshoot IT issues (e.g., NBME exams) and provide wellness support, ensuring each regional site
remains a safe, high-quality learning environment for current and future medical learners.


http://bit.ly/MemorialDME
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LEARNER EXPERIENCE - LIFE IN THE COMMUNITY

Residency in Central Newfoundland is the definition of distributed — each of our learning sites is about one
to two hours away from each other. Living and working in Gander, Grand Falls-Windsor, and Twillingate
for months at a time each offers a unique experience. It required having an open mind and a sense of
adventure to take in all that each area had to offer and make the best of my residency outside of
medicine.

In my first year of residency, | spent the first five months in Grand Falls-Windsor. | was a regular at
Corduroy Brook Trails, soaking up as much sun and fresh air around the ponds after a day in the OB floor
or rounding on the Internal Medicine patients. | drove to Miwapukek First Nation to participate in their
annual Powwow. The beauty of the drums, the dancers, and the delight of seeing old friends and chatting
up new ones made it a highlight of the summer. Co-residents and medical students quickly became friends
as we took time to have coffee dates, go hiking at the Alexander Murray Trail, and catch the movie of the
week at the local theatre.

| lived in Gander for four months, from the fall leading into winter. The days were shorter, but there were
many community activities to enjoy in the lead up to Christmas! There were Christmas markets full of
beautiful local handmade wares, like the stained-glass fish that hangs in my window as a suncatcher to
brighten grey foggy days. | braved the cold with my partner to watch Gander’s Christmas parade.
Standing alongside excited children and their parents, other friendly strangers, made me like part of the
community.

| have had the privilege of living and working in Twillingate for the past year. It has truly been one of the
most memorable years |'ve ever experienced, and | feel at home here. | get to live with a view of the
ocean in my front window and snowshoe hares snacking on my lawn. Exploring the Rock Cut Trails and
getting to experience icebergs when | look out the window at work has been incredible. Living away from
my family can be hard at times, but summer in Twillingate gave my family the opportunity to come visit me
and let us experience this beautiful place together. | showed my sister the beaches where | pick sea glass,
and cooked fresh lobsters with my parents. | learned how to make jam out of the blueberries | picked on
the hill | walked past every day. | joined half the town on the beach in Back Harbour to watch the fireworks
go off over the water on Canada Day, the heat of the bonfire at my back. Most recently, | have been able
to go skating on Sunday evenings with an amazing group of women.

In a small town, a bit of kindness goes a long way. | remember giving an older lady a ride to the pharmacy
before they closed, and a few days later | was given two big bags of fresh apples. Colleagues become
friends for game nights and pet sitters. When | came back on Boxing Day to my driveway completely full
of snow to my waist, it was one of the x-ray techs who helped me find someone to plow my driveway so |
could get in. | feel very privileged and happy to get to be part of a wonderful community.

Overall, residency is full of new opportunities. | am so glad I've been able to find ways to experience the
vibrant communities within Central wherever | go.
~Katherine Sutton, R2
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PRECEPTOR’'S CORNER

DR. MICHAEL CURRAN, DME LEAD,
NORTHERN REGION

Hello from the Big Land!

We are pleased to report that we have just
concluded another successful winter camping
trip. Predominantly organized by Dr. Paul
Crocker with labor beggarly provided by our
Norfam learners and extended Norfam Family.
Our med students, residents, and many of our
staff enjoyed three nights and four days
experiencing Labrador culture through setting
up camp, sleeping out on the bay in a Labrador
tent heated by a wood stove.

We were fortunate this year to have a special

guest in Vanessa Webb who provided lessons

on indigenous care from a Nunatsiavut

perspective, sharing her personal stories of

growing up on the coast, experiencing the

healthcare system through an indigenous lens,

and the barriers and joys to providing palliative

care in an indigenous coastal context. Her talk

was both moving and personal. Activities on the

land included setting up of the camp (including

a 30-foot tent), collecting bows, laying the bow

floor, keeping the wood supply flowing, as well  Photo: Dr. Michael Curran (foreground)

as ice fishing and skidoo driving. And evenings = With: Sarah Al-Dulaimi, Maggie Deering, Rachel Noel, Ewan Aitken,
full of song, stories, trivia and laughter. Jenna Caines, Lauren Strigner, Rebecca Greene & Quinn McGettigan


http://bit.ly/MemorialDME
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DR. TARYN HEARN,
ASSOCIATE DEAN, UGME

In response to recent inquiries, the UGME office would like

to remind preceptors of the following procedural

considerations:

Snow days:

When Memorial University is closed due to weather or

another emergency, learners in St. John’s and surrounding

areas do not have to report for regular duty. Learners at

distributed teaching sites must be guided by official local

emergency closure announcements and/or local conditions.

Phase 4 Assessments:

Preceptor ITARs for clinical rotations must be submitted

within two weeks of the completion of a rotation.

Elective Bookings:

All electives for both visiting and local medical students must be arranged through the Undergraduate
Medical Education team. Visiting students are required to apply through the AFMC Student Portal to
ensure that credentials are verified, immunization requirements are met, malpractice coverage is

confirmed, and students are placed on the CPSNL educational register. Only visiting students with an

approved elective through Memorial are eligible for CPSNL educational registration. Students who are

not registered with CPSNL cannot have patient contact. Completing electives outside the approved

process has serious consequences — including removal of the student from the CaRMS applicant pool.

JOIN THE
ADVENTURE!

DME DISPATCH COMMITTEE:
Lavinia Chin (Western Humber)
Gail Diamond (Central East)
Tiffany Dormody (Northern)
Jackie Fewer (Eastern NE)
Stuart Hollett (MUN office)

DISTRIBUTED MEDICAL EDUCATION
Faculty of Medicine

Memorial University of Newfoundland
St. John's, NL, Canada A1B 3Vé

709 864 3486

dme@mun.ca bit.ly/MemorialDME
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