
 

Program Evaluation Subcommittee (PESC) 
Minutes 

Chair: Dr. Alan Goodridge 
Tuesday, November 18, 2025, from 12:30 – 1:30 PM 

Virtual Meeting via WebEx 
  
 
 Attendees:  Dr. Alan Goodridge (Chair), Dr. Mohammad Almutawa, Dr. Debra Bergstrom, Dr. Heidi Coombs, Dr. 

Norah Duggan, Dr. Amanda Fowler, Dr. Taryn Hearn, Dr. Melanie Johnston, Jaxon Mayo, Naomi Milner, 
Charli Philpott, David Stokes, Dr. Bruce Sussex, Meghan White, Katrin Zipperlen 

Regrets:  Hayley Dalton, Dr. Alison Haynes, Brian Kerr, Dr. Liam Robbins 

Topic Details Action Items 

Welcome A. Goodridge welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced new 
member Naomi Milner, PEI Campus Preclerkship Learner Rep.  

Agenda  A. Goodridge presented the agenda. 
• No COI declared. 
• Agenda reviewed and approved. 

 

Phase 2 Reports A. Fowler presented the Phase 2 Course Evaluation Reports. 

MED6750: Patient II 
• Theme 1: Infections and Fever 

o Received 3.7 overall, compared to 3.8 in 2023-2024. Response 
rate was 15% down from 29% 

o Some lectures felt rushed and small group sessions were not 
helpful. Learners suggested changing the tutorials to ILM’s and 
including more patient content at the beginning of the theme 
rather than the end. 

• Theme 2: Cough and Dyspnea 
o Received 3.1 overall, compared to 4.1 in 2023-2024. Response 

rate was 8% down from 19%. This theme is typically delivered in 
February when NL receives the most snow days affecting 
delivery. 

o Ten (10) items were rated below 3.5. 
o Lecturers assume prior knowledge of terminology and 

healthcare knowledge; many instructors went over time, clinical 
skills sessions were not helpful, and that case studies were based 
on outdated information. 

• Theme 3: Abdominal Pain & Jaundice 
o Received 4.4 overall, compared to 4.2 in 2023-2024. Response 

rate was 11% down from 18%. 
o The sessions were well organized and sequenced, well run and 

helpful. Learners would like more information on nutrition and 
clarification of gold standard vs practice.  

 
 
 
ACTION: A. Fowler to 
present the reports to 
Phase 2 Management 
for discussion and 
prepare the response 
reports for PESC. 
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• Theme 4: Joint Pain and Musculoskeletal Disorders 
o Received 3.9 overall, down from 4.3 in 2023-2024. Response rate 

was 15% down from 20%.  
o Assessment dropped to 2.9 from 4.2, and four (4) items were 

rated below 3.5. 
o Learners liked the lectures, however, some were disjointed and 

had discrepancies or contradictory information. 
o Some exam questions were challenged but were not dropped 

from the exams. Learners suggested having another lab before 
the exam or having an answer key and/or mini quiz. 

• Theme 5: Headache, Dizziness, and Vertigo 
o Received 4.2 overall, up from 3.9 in 2023-2024. Response rate 

was consistent at 14%. 
o No items were rated below 3.5 and positive feedback was 

received about changes that were made regarding 
neuroanatomy. 

o Learners commented that the histology tutorial was not helpful 
and suggested changing it to an ILM. 

MED6760: Clinical Skills II 
• Received 4.1 overall, compared to 4.3 in 2023-2024. Response rate 

was 10% compared to 18%. Results are not valid. 
• Learners commented that Kelly, the SP’s, and tutors provided great 

learning experiences. However, some tutors rushed sessions and 
last-minute cancellations/changes impacted learning. 

MED6770: Physician Competencies II 
• Received 4.3 overall, compared to 4.2 in 2023-2024. Response rate 

was 8% compared to 12%. Results are not valid. 
• Learners commented that assessments felt like “make work” 

projects. Learners are not receiving adequate support from 
supervisors during research projects, and critical appraisal sessions 
were not well facilitated. 

• Learners suggested that assessments be based on class and group 
discussions, as well as moving ILS for better engagement. 

MED6780: Community Engagement II 
• Received 3.9 overall, compared to 4.0 in 2023-2024. Response rate 

of 13%. Results are not valid 
• Learners enjoyed community placements and felt they were an 

excellent learning experience. While they felt that essays were time 
consuming, they contributed to individual reflection. 

• Learners commented on the poor attendance of classmates at some 
sessions. They suggested making more sessions mandatory and 
encouraging learners to contribute to community efforts in addition 
to learning about them. 

 

Learner 
Representation 

• J. Mayo reported that fourth year learners would like a formal way to 
give feedback on electives and selectives placements. N. Duggan advised 
that there is a venue to provide formal feedback, however, there are 
limitations on solutions due to lack of capacity and logistics. 
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• N. Milner asked about having notes and answers provided for case 
studies and tutorials in Patient I, which would be helpful for learners 
with accommodations. There was general discussion about the notes 
being a faculty member’s intellectual property, so it is up to them 
whether or not to circulate. Faculty are also being given instructions not 
to circulate notes related to the case studies and tutorials.   

• M. White reported that learners have been experiencing difficulties 
logging into One45. D. Stokes advised learners to contact HSIMS directly 
to resolve account log in issues. They also noted that learners feel the 
IPE sessions are not valuable and asked about a format similar to the 
Integrated Learning Sessions (ILS). A. Goodridge suggested that PESC 
look into this and consider holding a focus group with the learners.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
ACTION: PESC to look 
into the feedback 
related to IPE and 
consider holding a 
focus group with 
learners.  

Next Meeting Tuesday, December 16th, 2025  

 


