
 
Program Evaluation Subcommittee (PESC) 

Chair: Dr. Alan Goodridge 
NOTES 

Tuesday, July 27th, 2023   
12:30 – 2 pm WebEx Virtual Meeting  

 

 
Our Vision: Through excellence, we will integrate education, research and social accountability to advance the health of the people and 

communities we serve. 
 

Attendees:  Alan Goodridge (Chair), Heidi Coombs, Haley Clarke, Norah Duggan, Atena Goudarzi, Brian Kerr, Bruce 
Sussex and Katrin Zipperlen 

Regrets:  Dawn Curran, Sandra Cooke-Hubley, Ryan Elliott, Amanda Fowler, Jasbir Gill, Alison Haynes, Taryn Hearn, 
Andrea McGrath-Janes and David Stokes. 

Topic Details Action Items  

Welcome A. Goodridge welcomed new member, Haley Clarke to the meeting.  

Agenda 
No conflicts of interest were disclosed. 

The agenda was approved with no additions. 
 

Minutes 
Review and Approval of the May 16th minutes and June 20th notes: 

­ There was no quorum to approve the meeting minutes. 
Carried Over 

Curriculum   
Review 

A. Goodridge provided an update on the Curriculum Review.  

Interviews, consultations, and focus groups have been completed and the 
domain groups were tasked with analyzing the data. Some of the highlights 
include: 

• Phase 4 may need to be divided into two phases, and Phases 1-3 may 
need to be realigned – Phases 1 and 2 would be combined into one 
phase (Phase 1), Phase 3 would become Phase 2, and Phase 4 would 
become Phase 3 (3rd year) and Phase 4 (4th year). With Phase 4 
divided into two, promotions can take place after 3rd year. 

• The Core Template includes rotations of varying lengths as well as 
double cohorts – there may be a way to adjust some of the rotations 
so that there is more flexibility/interchangeability and no more 
double cohorts. 

• Mini-LICs may help with capacity issues in some disciplines/rotations. 
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• Students prefer core content in the 3rd year. 

• There are issues with the current e-Clinic Card process, including 
challenges with preceptor sign-off and disagreement over students 
writing their own feedback. 

• Capacity issues were acknowledged, especially with an upcoming 
larger class. 

• There is no consistency in terms of the delivery of academic half-days, 
the processes at the discipline-level are arbitrary. 

H. Coombs added that the Faculty of Medicine will have to submit a calendar 
change if we decide to divide Phase 4 and rearranging Phases 1-3.  

B. Kerr added a question about the placement of Phase 4 Preparation. 

N. Duggan suggested that an LIC of 3 months may be too short; 6 months 
appears more suitable. Lynn Power (Burin, NL) may be able to assist with LIC 
based on her experience with P2P.  

N. Duggan asked if Anesthesia could/should be 2 weeks, but noted the 
challenge offering rural rotations for Anesthesia; they require more 
preceptors.  

N. Duggan agreed that there are ongoing issues with the e-Clinic Cards – they 
are meant to be formative, not summative. Can we remove the narrative 
comments section and instead offer a tick box for the students to confirm 
that they received feedback? There seems to be a preference for MUNCat 
over T-Res, if MUNCat can be adapted for clerkship.  

AFMC Graduate 
Questionnaire 
(2022) 

H. Coombs presented an updated version of the AFMC Graduate 
Questionnaire (2022).  

She highlighted a comment from a student who was distressed after learning 
of a patient’s death. She questioned whether there should be resources and 
opportunities for debriefing in such situations during the curriculum review. 

A. Goodridge supported the idea, suggesting that it could be a part of student 
well-being initiatives. He noted that traumatic events may require debriefing 
or coaching for students. 

B. Kerr mentioned that discussions about such experiences are included in the 
curriculum but suggested revisiting the topic. 

H. Coombs to share 
the GQ narrative 
feedback with the 
Mistreatment & 
Accreditation Group. 

New Business 

H. Coombs, A. Haynes, B. Kerr, and D. Stokes met several months ago to 
discuss revising the course evaluation process for the Patient courses in 
Phases 1-3. They are considering sending out shorter evaluations at the end 
of each theme instead of one final course evaluation at the end of the Phase. 
This would request in more evaluations for the Patient courses but the 
feedback would be timelier.  

H. Coombs to follow-
up with COS about 
revising the Patient 
courses evaluation 
process. 

Learner 
Representation 

Phases 1-3 – A. McGrath was not present. 

Phase 4 – D. Curran was not present. 

Postgraduate – R. Elliott was not present. 
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Next Meeting: Sep 19th, 2023 – WebEx 

Updates 

Phase 1 – S. Cooke-Hubley was not present. 

Phase 2 – A. Fowler was not present. 

Phase 3 – J. Gill was not present. 

Phase 4 – N. Duggan had nothing to report. 

UGME – T. Hearn was not present. 

COS – B. Kerr shared updates on an ongoing review of biochemistry content. 
The aim is to make the content more applied and integrated with practical 
and clinical experiences. Initial meetings regarding this review were positive. 

 

 Meeting adjourned at 1:28 PM  


