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Minutes  

 
Wednesday, October 23, 2024 

4:00 pm 
Webex 

 

 
Our Vision: An inclusive, vibrant and cutting edge hub of discovery and learning that is tangibly contributing to the 
health and wellbeing of people locally and globally. 
 

 
 

Attendees (in alphabetical order): L. Butler, H. Coombs, H. Dalton (learner rep delegate), A. Hurley, P. 
Pike, S. Reid (SAS Chair), T. Snelgrove, A. Thomas, M. Wahl, K. Zipperlen 
 
Regrets: L. Boone, S. Drodge, T. Hearn, M. Lapierre, S. Pennell 
 

Topic Details Action Items and 
person 

responsible 
Introduction and 
Welcome  
 

The meeting was called to order. 
  

Agenda review  
- Review for Conflict 

of Interest 
- Confirmation of 

Agenda 

No conflict of interest was declared. 
 
It was MOVED by T. Snelgrove and SECONDED by A. Hurley to 
accept the Agenda as presented. All in favor. 

 

Review and approval 
of prior minutes 

- Review of action 
items from 
previous meeting 

It was MOVED by M. Wahl and SECONDED by A. Hurley to 
accept the minutes of the September 25, 2024 meeting as 
circulated. 

All in favor; MOTION PASSED 

 

1. Business arising 

1.1. November meeting and membership 
• S. Reid requested that another member chair the 

November 27, 2024 meeting. M. Wahl agreed to chair 
the meeting. 

• S. Reid mentioned that SAS has been trying to recruit 
a member at large, particularly from Population 
Health and Applied Health Sciences (PHAHS). There is 
now interest from 2 faculty members; however, there 
is only 1 member at large spot available. No concerns 
from T. Hearn with having 2 members at large instead 

ACTION: M. Wahl to 
chair November 27, 
2024 SAS meeting. 
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of 1, but would need to update membership. S. Reid 
confirmed they would be voting members. 

 
It was MOVED by S. Reid and SECONDED by T. Snelgrove to 
accept one additional faculty member at large for membership 
to the Student Assessment Subcommittee. All in favor. 
  
1.2. MCCQE survey 

• H. Coombs reported that the MCCQE survey has been 
developed and sent out through MUN postgraduate 
programs and PARNL to PGY 1 and PGY2 learners. 
Good response rate so far MUN or another Canadian 
university graduates (24 total). Survey will be kept 
open until the end of October. Good feedback so far. 

• S. Reid asked if universities with high MCCQE pass 
rates have a mandatory prep course. H. Coombs and 
K. Zipperlen said that MCC doesn’t provide that 
information, so it would have to be requested from 
individual universities. 

 

1.3. Faculty development for question writing 
• K. Zipperlen discussed efforts to improve question 

writing for MCQ exams. Previous workshops often 
had low attendance, so K. Zipperlen suggested a 
targeted approach, starting with Phase 3. For 
example, approaching disciplines prior to their 
respective theme to discuss question writing, perhaps 
during grand rounds. 

• S. Reid asked about making the faculty developed 
accredited (e.g. certified by Royal College), as credits 
could help encourage participation. H. Coombs 
indicated that most faculty development is not 
accredited, but it can be done. P. Pike added that 

ACTION: K. 
Zipperlen to ask S. 
Shorlin about 
making faculty 
question writing 
workshops 
accredited. 
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exam development can be claimed for the 
Maintenance of Certification (MOC) with the college, 
but it would be even better if it was official.  

2. Standing Items 

2.1. Phase 1-4 assessment updates 
 

Phase 1: 
• P. Pike reported that Phase 1 is going well. 
Phase 2: 
• T. Snelgrove noted that Phase 2 will not start until 

after the winter break. 
Phase 3: 
• S. Drodge not present to report. 
Phase 4: 
• A. Hurley mentioned downward trend of MCCQE 

results for MUN learners. Currently, meeting with 
Phase 4 Lead is offered, but not mandatory, for those 
who receive borderline results on the formative 
progress test(s). Different options have been 
considered to better support learners. 

• K. Zipperlen indicated that for the summative 
progress test the proposal is to create a borderline 
pass group. E.g., if a learner passed, but their score 
was below 60, there should be further follow up 
required (such as creating a learning plan and 
meeting with the Phase Assessment Lead as needed). 

• S. Reid is in favour of having mandatory meetings for 
borderline results on the formative test(s) as it’s in 
the best interest of the learner. However, the 
mandatory meeting is not necessary for borderline 
results on the summative test as it would be 
unrealistic in terms of scheduling. 
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• A. Thomas added that mandatory meetings could be 
a motivator for learners. 

 
It was MOVED by A. Hurley and SECONDED by S. Reid to accept 
the changes to the Core Experiences Assessment Plan (Class of 
2026) for formative and summative progress test meetings as 
presented. All in favor. 
 
2.2. Learner matters 
 

Phases 1-3: 
• H. Dalton attended on behalf of M. Lapierre; nothing 

to report. 
Phase 4: 
• L. Boone not present to report. 
PGME: 
• A. Thomas had nothing to report. 

 

 

2.3. Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation 
 
2.3.1. Exam Blueprints (Phase 1 and Phase 3) 
• K. Zipperlen shared exam blueprints for Phase 1 and 

Phase 3: 
o Class of 2028 Phase 1 Theme 1 exam: All 

sessions represented appropriately. 
o Class of 2027 Phase 3 Theme 1 exam: 

Insufficient items for “Coma” session; all 
other sessions represented appropriately. 

 
2.3.2. Phase 2 Assessment Plans (Class of 2028) 
• K. Zipperlen shared Phase 2 assessment plans for 

Class of 2028. 
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Patient II 
• No significant changes. 

 
Clinical Skills II 
• No significant changes; edits to language for 

clarification regarding grading. 
 

Physician Competencies II 
• No significant changes; assessment due dates to 

be confirmed with instructors. 
 

Community Engagement II 
• No significant changes 
• K. Zipperlen reached out to instructors regarding 

learner concerns with assessment; instructors will 
review questions and grading rubrics, and 
Community Health sessions assignment due date 
has been moved 

 
It was MOVED by T. Snelgrove and SECONDED by S. Reid to 
accept the Phase 2 assessment plans as presented. All in favor. 
 

2.3.3.  Updated Core Experiences Assessment Plan (Class 
of 2026) 

• Discussed under Phase 4 assessment update (2.1). 
 

2.3.4.  Phase 4 post-Core course assessment reports (Class 
of 2024) 

• K. Zipperlen shared Phase 4 course assessment 
reports for Class of 2024. 
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Clinical Skills IV 
• OSCE 

o No significant concerns with OSCE results; 
one new station had to be removed due to 
high fail rate. 

o Some issues with assessor grading; ongoing 
concerns with correlation between checklist 
scores and global rating scores. 
 K. Zipperlen met with Clinical Skills 

Lead, M. Goodridge, to discuss areas 
for further improvement. Will also 
reach out to Clinical Skills committee. 

o Course is now delivered prior to winter break.  
• Mandatory Procedures 

o 18 learners failed one station, but all 
learners passed overall. 

• Learner feedback generally positive for 
assessment in the course. Some feedback 
regarding insufficient time allotted for stations 
and overly complicated clinical cases. G. Sheppard 
is aware of feedback and is taking it into 
consideration. 

Electives 
• No significant concerns with learner performance; 

all learners passed. 
• Visiting electives have resumed. 
• Learner feedback generally positive. 
Selectives 
• No significant concerns with learner performance; 

all learners passed. 
• Learner feedback generally positive. 
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Physician Competencies IV 
• No significant concerns with learner performance; 

all learners passed. 
• Learner feedback on assessment improved from 

previous year. 

Next Meeting November 27, 2024 at 4:00 pm Adjourned at 5:01 
pm 

 


