UNIVERSITY

Faculty of Medicine

Student Assessment Sub-Committee
Minutes
Wednesday, September 25, 2024

4:00 pm
Webex

Attendees (in alphabetical order): L. Butler, H. Coombs, S. Drodge, A. Hurley, M. Lapierre, S. Pennell,
P. Pike, S. Reid (SAS Chair), A. Thomas, M. Wahl, K. Zipperlen

Regrets: T. Hearn, L. Boone, T. Snelgrove

Topic Details Action Items and
person responsible

S. Reid welcomed three new members: Dr. Anne
Hurley (Phase 4 Assessment Lead), Dr. Anna
Thomas (PARNL rep), and Melanie Lapierre (junior

Introduction and learner rep). Lesley Butler has returned to the
Welcome Assessment APA position. Thank you to Martine
McKay.

The meeting was called to order.

. No conflict of interest was declared.
Agenda review

Review for Conflict

It was MOVED by S. Reid and SECONDED by A. Hurley

of In’.cerest. to accept the Agenda as presented with the addition
- Confirmation of of the MCCQE survey to business arising (1.5). Allin
Agenda y g (1:5).

favor.

Review and approval

of prior minutes
Review of action
items from
previous meeting

It was MOVED by S. Reid and SECONDED by A.
Thomas to accept the minutes of June 26, 2024
meeting as circulated.

All'in favor; MOTION PASSED

1.1. Meeting schedule for new academic year
1. Business arising e S.Reid noted that the regular meeting for
April 2025 is currently scheduled for Easter

ACTION: L. Butler to
send revised meeting
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week, so she suggested moving the
meeting to the fifth week of April instead.
e No members in attendance opposed the
change of date, but voting members not in
attendance will be contacted to confirm.

invite for April 30,2025
via email

1.2. Updated progress exam dates for Class of 2026

e K. Zipperlenreported that the dates for the
summative and reassessment progress
exams for the Class of 2026 have been
changed to August 1, 2025, and August 15,
2025, respectively. This change is to align
with the core schedule.

e The Phase 4 teamis in agreement, and it will
next go to UGMS for approval.

1.3. Updated Clinical Skills IV assessment plan
e K. Zipperlen shared revisions to the Clinical
Skills IV course assessment plan for the
Class of 2025, including
o Clarification of wording with respect
to reassessment of mandatory
procedures
o Removal of reference to
“reassessment” under Assessment
Criteria for Successful Completion

It was MOVED by S. Reid and SECONDED by A.
Thomas to accept the Clinical Skills IV assessment
plan as presented. All in favor.
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1.4. Removal of digital scrap paper

e S.Drodge proposed removing the digital
scrap paper page from summative MCQ
exams as it does not seem to be utilized.

e K. Zipperlen added that digital scrap paper
was originally included for remote
examinations during COVID-19, and now
learners are given actual scrap paper for in-
person exams.

e M. Lapierre added that actual scrap paper is
more convenient than digital scrap paper.

e S.Reid confirmed that digital scrap paper
can be removed

o M. Lapierre will bring to next
student meeting

o S.Drodge suggested sending email
to class letting them know digital
scrap paper has been removed

ACTION: K. Zipperlen
will connect with
instructional designers
regarding the removal
of digital scrap paper.
L. Butler will add note
to exam info email
letting learners know
that digital scrap paper
has been removed.

1.5. MCCQE Survey

e H.Coombs presented a survey being
developed with K. Zipperlen, M. Simms, and
N. Fairbridge to see how students are
preparing for the MCCQE. The survey is
almost ready and will be sent to first- and
second-year residents.

e K. Zipperlen noted that there was a
downward trend in MCCQE results for MUN
graduates in recent years. The goal of the
survey is to identify how learners study for
the exam and to determine how we can
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better support learners with MCCQE
preparation going forward.

e H.Coombs added that 2020 was a turning
point — COVID-19 was likely a factor, but
there also used to be a mandatory prep
course, which is no longer mandatory.

¢ H. Coombs will report back on results in
November.

2.1. Phase 1-4 assessment updates

Phase 1:

e P.Pike reported that things are going well,
and the first exam of Phase 1 will take place
on Friday, September 27.

Phase 2:

e T.Snelgrove not present to report.

Phase 3:

e S.Drodge reported that the first Phase 3
exam took place on Monday, September 23.
Questions were sent back to instructors for
review. Hoping to have grades out by the
end of the week.

Phase 4:

e A. Hurley had nothing to report.

2. Standing Items

2.2. Learner matters

Phases 1-3:
e M. Lapierre had nothing to report.
Phase 4:
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e L.Boone not present to report.

PGME:

e A.Thomas asked about plans to
disseminate the MCCQE survey. H. Coombs
said it will go through the PGME office. S.
Reid suggested an in-person survey during
mandatory half days for PGY1 residents.

2.3. Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation

2.3.1. Exam Blueprint (Phase 2)
e K. Zipperlen shared the Class of 2027 Phase
2 Theme 5 exam blueprint.
o There were insufficient questions
for two sessions, resulting in 51
questions as opposed to 54.

2.3.2. Phase 2 Course Assessment Reports (Class
of 2027)
e K. Zipperlen shared the Class of 2027 Phase
2 course assessment reports.

Patient Il

e No changes to assessment structure.

e Summative assessment statistics were in
line with previous years, no significant
concerns identified.

e Course evaluations were sent out after
every theme rather than at the end of the
course.
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o Theme 1received the lowest ratings.

Clinical Skills I1:

e Alllearners passed; historically, learners
have been doing well on the SAR, with
significant increase in exemplary results
over the last two years.

e OSCE station performance noted R>
Coefficient metrics still low for most
stations (only two meet criteria). No
concerns about number of fails.

o Need to continue with assessor
training to ensure consistency.

e Overall, positive feedback from learners.

Physician Competencies II:

e Learners are doing well; only one
reassessment.

e No concerns with historical trends; learners
are doing well and the course mean is
increasing over time.

e Overall, positive feedback from learners.

Community Engagement Il

e Alllearners passed; no reassessments or
fails.

e Summative assessment statistics were in
line with previous years, no significant
concerns identified.

e Inthe course evaluation, learners rated the
assessments low — a drop from the previous
year.
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Comments mentioned that
assignments were lengthy and
labor-intensive, and there was too
much time between some sessions
and the assessment.

No notable changes to account for
drop in learner satisfaction. K.
Zipperlen invited thoughts on
whether changes to assessment are
required.

* M. Lapierre reiterated the
concerns with the timing of
submission.

* K. Zipperlen will review the
assessment due dates for
this academic year.

K. Zipperlen will seek input from
Phase 2 Lead about the learner
feedback.

Next Meeting

October 23,2024 at 4:00 pm

Adjourned at 5:26 pm
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