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Attendees:   H. Coombs, N. Duggan, S. Reid (Chair), T. Snelgrove, M. Wahl, K. Zipperlen, M. McKay 
 
Regrets: T. Hearn, S. Drodge, M. Gilbert, S. Pennell 
 

Topic Details Action items and 
person responsible 

Introduction and Welcome  S. Reid welcomed the group and called the meeting to order.  
Agenda review  
- Review for COI 
- Confirmation of Agenda 

No conflict of interest was declared. 
 
It was MOVED by T. Snelgrove and SECONDED by N. Duggan to 
accept the Agenda as presented.  All in favor.  
 

 

Review and approval of 
minutes 

It was MOVED by N. Duggan and SECONDED by M. Wahl to 
accept the minutes of May 22, 2024 meeting as circulated. 

All in favor; MOTION PASSED 

 

1. Business arising 
Graduate Questionnaire presentation (Class of 2023) 

 
• H. Coombs presented the AFMC Graduation Questionnaire for the Class of 2023 and 

thanked K. Zipperlen for her assistance with summarizing the information for this 
Committee.   

 
Key points 

• Memorial University had a response rate of 88.3% and was better than the national 
average at 58.7%. 

• A decline in the number of students who felt their medical education was very good 
and excellent, and an increase in the number who felt it was fair or poor. Memorial 
trending worse than the national average.  Since 2020, there is a marked difference. 

• Reviewed possible reasons for decline such as the timing of the GQ (shortly after 
Clinical Skills IV), the impact of canceled clinical skills sessions for this class due Covid-
19, lack of OSCE prep and the shift to online learning. 

• Survey question about being observed taking a patient history 
o Overall, no concerns; above national avg for most of the disciplines; OB/GYN 

down a bit but still on par with national average. 
• Survey question about being observed taking a physical examination/Psych mental 

status exam 
o Above national avg. for most disciplines; OB/GYN down a little possibly due to 

staff turnover; Peds trending slightly up vs previous year. 
o To note, every student at MUN is required to do witnessed history and 

physicals in all disciplines except Anesthesia; this is also a requirement 
nationally. 
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• Survey question about receiving feedback early enough to improve performance 
o FM above national avg; rest of the disciplines are below; OB/GYN trending up 

from the previous year. 
o LIC, for all questions, trended very well, 100% response rate, their experience 

consistently above national avg. 
• Survey question about Covid Faculty response, compared to national averages, MUN 

students were much more dissatisfied, however things are improving now. 
 

 
Exam question removal (Anatomy Practical Exam) 

• S. Reid briefed members on the removal of 2 stations from the Anatomy Practical 
Exam and the concerns raised by several learners. Some felt they would have passed if 
stations were credited, rather than removed. However, similar to OSCEs, stations that 
do not perform well are removed.   

• M. Wahl added that various scenarios and their impacts were analyzed and removing 
stations was in best interest of majority of learners.  The class mean and the number of 
reassessments has been similar to previous years.  Most stations were also same as 
the previous year. The learners who had to reassess did so successfully.  

• It was agreed by all members that this same process would apply going forward. 
 

Confirmation of assessment plan updates 
• K. Zipperlen noted assessment plan updates that were provided to committee via 

email. These have since been sent to and approved by UGMS: 
o Clinical Skills III: OSCE reassessment date moved to June 17, 2025. This requires 

use of protected time. 
o Core Experiences LIC: New Brunswick team requested change to ITAR 

schedule for Family Medicine preceptors. They will now complete formative 
ITARs every 12 weeks, alternating with 12 week review with LIC Coordinator. So 
requirement of formative feedback every 6 weeks will still be met.  

 
2.  Standing Items  

2.1 Phase 1-4 Assessment Updates 
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Phase 1: 
• No update; P. Pike not in attendance.   

Phase 2: 
• T. Snelgrove reported the last exam of Phase 2 was held on Friday, June 21.  

Questions were sent back for review and waiting on the last one.  Results will be sent 
out by Friday. 

Phase 3: 
• No update; S. Drodge not in attendance.   

Phase 4 
• N. Duggan reported there is a new rotation template for the Class of 2027 for core 

clerkship and highlighted the changes for the committee.  It has been approved by 
UGMS and will now go to CACMS. One Elective block has been moved into Core and is 
followed by a 2-week vacation. This will allow more time to collate grades and 
improve logistics.  

• N. Duggan announced that Dr. Anne Hurley has accepted the position as Phase 4 
Assessment Lead and will officially start in the fall. 

 

2.2 Learner Matters 
 

• M. Gilbert and A. Gou not in attendance. 
 

• L. Boone indicated his classmates thoroughly enjoyed the Black Bag rotation, 
however, felt the workbook was too long and certain aspects of completing it were 
redundant (e.g. SOAP notes completed in electronic chart and then had to be copied 
again into workbook). Suggestion to shorten workbook and consider supervisors 
confirming learner completed required notes/task, rather than asking learners to re-
write notes in handbook and having supervisors sign off.  

 

 
 
 
ACTION: K. Zipperlen to 
contact FM 
Undergraduate Lead  
and share learner 
feedback about the 
Black Bag workbook. L. 
Boone to provide 
further comments to K. 
Zipperlen as needed. 
 
 

2.3 Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation 

2.3.1 Exam Blueprint Phase 2 
• K. Zipperlen reported there were no concerns with the Phase 2 Theme 4 exam; all 

sessions on the exam represented appropriately.    
 

2.3.2 Exam Blueprint Phase 3 
• K. Zipperlen reported there were no concerns with the Phase 3 Theme 10 exam; all 

sessions represented appropriately. 
  

Next Meeting:  TBD Adjourned at 4:58 pm 

 


