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Attendees:   L. Boone (Learner rep), H. Coombs, S. Drodge, S. Pennell, S. Reid (Chair), T. Snelgrove, M. Wahl, 
K. Zipperlen, M. McKay 
 
Regrets: N. Duggan, T. Hearn, P. Pike, M. Gilbert 
 

Topic Details Action items and 
person responsible 

Introduction and Welcome  S. Reid welcomed the group and called the meeting to order.  
Agenda review  
- Review for COI 
- Confirmation of Agenda 

No conflict of interest was declared. 
 
It was MOVED by M. Wahl and SECONDED by T. Snelgrove to 
accept the Agenda as presented.  All in favor.  
 

 

Review and approval of 
minutes 

It was MOVED by S. Drodge and SECONDED by M. Wahl to accept 
the minutes of the March 27, 2024 meeting as circulated. 

All in favor; MOTION PASSED. 
 

 

1. Business arising 
1.1 Update on next steps re: MCCQE Report 

• H. Coombs reported that Dr. M. Goodridge presented the MCCQE results to UGMS last 
week. There was good discussion regarding the outcomes and reasons for the 
declining pass rates of the graduates.  Feedback and further discussion will now be 
brought back to PESC.  
 

 

2.  Standing Items  

2.1 Phase 1-4 assessment updates 
Phase 1: 

• No report; Dr. Pike not in attendance.   
Phase 2: 

• T. Snelgrove indicated things are quiet as learners are currently on their community 
placements.  Preparations for the next theme exam will start next week.  

Phase 3: 
• S. Drodge indicated emails have been sent to faculty re: challenged questions from 

the recent Theme 9 exam; plan in place to ensure grades can be released on time.   
Phase 4 

• No report; Dr. Duggan not in attendance. 
  

 

2.2 Learner Matters 
• L. Boone mentioned there was some confusion around the assignment expectations 

and which resources to refer to for the Physician Competencies LIM Structure of 
ACTION: L. Boone to 
provide feedback and 
comments regarding 
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Healthcare System Assignment.  K. Zipperlen can follow-up on feedback and address 
issue.   

• M. Gilbert not in attendance.  
• A. Gou not in attendance. 

 

LIM assignment to K. 
Zipperlen for further 
follow-up. 

2.3 Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation 

2.3.1 Exam Blueprints Phase 2 and Phase 3 
• K. Zipperlen presented the exam blueprints for Phase 2 and Phase 3.  For both 

phases, there was good representation from all the sessions; overall going well 
with no concerns. 
 

 

2.3.2 Phase 4 Assessment Plans Class of 2026 
• K. Zipperlen presented the Phase 4 Assessment plans for the Class of 2026.  
• UGMS has approved the addition of EPA 14 as a permanent EPA within Phase 4.  

EPA 14 has been added into the assessment plans for IM, FM, Peds, Psych and 
Surg.  It can be assessed in other disciplines, but will not be a requirement.  

 
Core Experiences discipline assessment plans 
• Changes to Mini-CEX assessment: 

o In Internal Medicine, the Mini-CEX has been moved to a formative 
assessment. This was suggested by M. Gilbert and will allow residents to 
assess learners. Completion of the Mini-CEX is still required and it is at the 
discretion of the CDC to require specific learning plan if a learner’s 
performance is not satisfactory. 

o In Surgery, there will now be one Mini-CEX instead of two. Learners can 
complete the Mini-CEx either during General Surgery or Orthopedic 
Surgery. 

• The Health Advocate Essay in Pediatrics received low ratings on the evaluation 
surveys; however, the CDC did not make any changes.  For now, the assessment 
will remain the same, but will continue to monitor.  
 

Core Experiences (block rotation and LIC) assessment plans 
• Generally, no changes in assessment approach. 
• K. Zipperlen presented updated language about the role of the Phase 4 Progress 

Committee regarding promotion, comprehensive review and pass/fail decisions. 
This is to clarify how learners progress from year 3 to year 4. 

• S. Reid suggested to add language about learners needing to meet with the 
Phase 4 Assessment Lead or delegate if they are discussed at the comprehensive 
review. Currently the assessment plan only includes wording about meetings in 
relation to the progress exams. K. Zipperlen will add appropriate wording to the 
Phase 4 comprehensive review section.  
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Clinical Skills IV 

• No changes to assessment, however, the course will now be offered in 
December prior to the holiday break. K. Zipperlen will confirm with Dr. 
Sheppard if any changes to the assessment plan are needed.  If so, K. 
Zipperlen will bring the plan back to this committee for review and input.   

Electives and Selectives 
• No changes to assessment.  

Physician Competencies IV 
• No changes to assessment methods at this time. However, there are issues 

with the timing of the LIM assignments.  It will remain the same for 2025, but 
those assignments will move up to February in 2026 to allow more time for 
marking and possible reassessments. 

 
Overall Assessment Plan 

• This plan summarizes the MED8710 plans and includes general language 
about Phase 4. No significant changes expect updated wording about role of 
Phase 4 Progress Committee with regards to remediation and pass/fail 
decisions for courses. 

 
S. Reid MOVED to accept the exam blueprints, assessment plans, and course assessment 
reports as presented, as a group.  T. Snelgrove SECONDED;  

All in favor; MOTION PASSED. 
 

2.3.3 Response to Phase 1 course assessment reports  
• K. Zipperlen presented the response by Phase 1 Lead Dr. Cooke-Hubley to the 

Phase 1 course assessment reports.  
 

Patient I course: 
• Dr. Cooke-Hubley included general updates regarding curricular changes in the 

response report.  No action items regarding assessment. K. Zipperlen provided 
reminder about learner feedback on assessment for Patient I course. This was 
discussed during the March 27 SAS meeting. M. McKay has been prioritizing 
learners “on the bubble” for sending out learning objectives as suggested at that 
time. 

 
Clinical Skills I: 
• No concerns regarding assessment. General update provided in response, plan is 

to increase opportunities for practice interviewing sessions.  
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Physician Competencies I 
• General comments provided in response report. Regarding assessment, learner 

feedback around the Lifelong Learning (LL) assignment will be addressed. The 
plan is for David Stokes and Steve Shorlin to review the LL assignment description 
and rubric to ensure it aligns with their introductory teaching session.   

 
Community Engagement 
• General comments provided in response report.  Regarding assessment, issues 

were noted with the Community Health (CH) Sessions Reflective Essay.  It was 
rated below the 3.5 benchmark with comments on the word count, needing 
clearer objectives/expectations, as well as suggestions to move the due date 
earlier.   

 
 
 

ACTION: K. Zipperlen to 
meet with Community 
Health faculty 
instructors to discuss 
reflective essay 
feedback and possible 
changes for 
improvement. 
 

 
Next Meeting: May 22, 2024 Adjourned at 4:50 pm 

 
 
 
  


