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Attendees:  L. Boone (Learner Rep), H. Coombs, N. Duggan, S. Drodge, S. Pennell, S. Reid (Chair), T. Snelgrove,  
M. Simms (Guest), M. Wahl, K. Zipperlen, M. McKay 
 
Regrets: P. Pike 
 

Topic Details Action items and 
person responsible 

Introduction and Welcome  S. Reid welcomed the group and called the meeting to order.  
Agenda review  
- Review for COI 
- Confirmation of Agenda 

No conflict of interest was declared. 
It was MOVED by T. Snelgrove and SECONDED by M. Wahl to 
accept the Agenda as presented. 
 
 

 

Review and approval of  
minutes. 

It was MOVED by T. Snelgrove and SECONDED by S. Reid to 
accept the minutes of the January 24, 2023 meeting as presented. 

All in favour and the MOTION PASSED. 
 

 

1.  Business arising 
1.1 Review of action items from January 24, 2023 
• There were no action items to update on from the last meeting, however S. Reid 

indicated that she brought forward EPA 14 to the UGMS Committee.  They will bring back 
to Phase 4 first, then to UGMS.    
 

1.2 Accreditation Monitoring Report 
• M. Simms presented the Annual Accreditation Monitoring Report for 2022-23. 

Graduate questionnaire data is no longer included in the DCI. 
• Excellent compliance for observed history and physical. All disciplines except 

Anesthesia do Mini-CEX. 
• Completion numbers for clinic cards in line with previous years. Two disciplines had a 

few learners without any cards signed off, likely due to low preceptor engagement at 
distributed sites and for LIC. 

• Timing of mid-point meetings flagged during last accreditation site visit. There are still 
some learners with late mid-point meetings, numbers ok but need to improve 
timeliness of meetings and documentation. 

• Timely submission of final grades was flagged during last accreditation site visit. New 
process has been implemented since and numbers have significantly improved. 

 
 
1.3 Update on Curriculum Review and recommendations 

• H. Coombs presented the 2022 curriculum review.  The review is now complete and 
the final report was presented to UGMS and approved.  H.  Coombs gave some 
background info and context for the committee.   
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• Explained data collection process; have a lot of data collected and if anyone wants 
more info, it can be provided. 

• There are 28 recommendations which are organized into the following  
4 domains: 1) administration/evaluation, 2) clinical, 3) academic, 4) assessment.   
H. Coombs explained all recommendations in more detail for members.   

• The following 4 recommendations fall under the Assessment domain in which SAS 
will be involved in, along with the 3 subcommittees.  H. Coombs explained these in 
more detail for the committee. 

1) Continue with the New NBME product 
2) Remove Learner-Written Narrative Feedback from the Clinic Cards 
3) Develop a New Process for collecting Narrative Feedback from Preceptors 
4) Continue to ensure the timely provision of Summative Assessment   

 
• The report is in circulation and can also be circulated to SAS members.  S. Reid agreed 

that it would be useful for everyone to have. 
 

ACTION: H. Coombs to 
provide a copy of 
Curriculum report to be 
circulated to SAS 
members. 

2.  Standing Items  

2.1 Phase 1-4 assessment updates 
Phase 1: 

• No report; P. Pike not in attendance.   
Phase 2: 

• T. Snelgrove indicated all is going well so far; Theme 2 exam is on Friday.  
 
Phase 3: 

• S. Drodge indicated all is going well and the next exam is on Monday.  No concerns 
raised since the last meeting.  

Phase 4 
• Dr. Duggan reported that the Phase 4 and progress meetings were cancelled due to 

weather; therefore, an electronic report was submitted and no students were 
identified for discussion.  As of now, the Class is progressing as expected. 

• A small number of meetings were held after December and students have been 
provided with resources and supports.  The next review will take place after 9 
months.  

 

 

2.2 Learner Matters 
• L. Boone did not have anything to report.  
• M. Gilbert and A. Gou not in attendance. 

 

 

2.3 Assessment Monitoring and Evaluation 

2.3.1 Exam Blueprint Phase 2 and Phase 3 
• Tabled for March meeting 
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2.3.2 Report on Learner Satisfaction with Assessment 
• Tabled for March meeting 
 

  

2.3.3 MCCQE report (Class of 2023) 
 
• K. Zipperlen presented MCCQE report for the Class of 2023. This report includes 

data from several exam administrations in 2022 and 2023. A significant portion of 
the class wrote the exam early. The committee noted the continued decrease in 
overall performance scores and another decline in the pass rate compared to the 
previous cohort. Possible factors affecting learner performance on exam were 
discussed, including Memorial University learners writing earlier in the program 
compared to other Canadian medical schools (although a lack of increase in fail 
rate for earlier examinees was noted), possible underutilization of study and 
feedback resources by learners, possible change in culture and focus regarding 
the MCCQE, possible impacts from changes in the delivery of the MCCQE prep 
course as well as possible impacts from curricular changes or Admissions 
practices.  

 

ACTION: K. Zipperlen to 
summarize discussion 
and possible actions. 

Next Meeting: March 27, 2024 Adjourned at 5:40 pm 
 

 
 
 


