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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, September 10, 2025 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is 
attached. Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3). 

- Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting June 4, 2025 
- Calendar Change Proposals: 

- ENGL 3159 Addition to Canadian Requirements Table 15.6.5 
- ENGL Deletion of English Major with Specialization in Theatre Drama 

-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: N. Pedri/M. Burchell) Carried 
 

Regular Agenda: 
 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
 - Welcome to all new academic staff members who have joined the faculty since the last 

meeting: 
  - Alexandre Gauthier in Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures, who started  
   September 1 
  - Dr. Piyusha Chatterjee in History, who started July 1 
  - Dr. Susanne Luhmann in Gender Studies, who started July 1 
 - Welcome to the new Heads who have started since the last meeting: 
  - Dr. Lynn Gambin in Economics 
  - Dr. Douglas Wharram in Linguistics 
  - Dr. Kurt Korneski in History 
- The new president Dr. Janet Morrison will be joining Faculty Council October 1. She started 

her term on August 11. 
- The Interim VP Admin and Finance, Trudy Pound Curtis, will also be coming to a special 

meeting of Faculty Council November 6, to outline the tenets of the new budget model that is 
being developed for the university. Trudy will provide more information regarding how the 
new budget will be implemented, and how the faculty can start to strategize for the future. 

- At the State of HSS Faculty Address, the establishment of these 6 committees was agreed upon: 
  - Recruitment, Retention & Program Requirement/Change/Development 
  - Research Support 



Faculty Council of HSS 
September 10, 2025 
Page 2 of 3 
 
 
  - Faculty Structure 
  - Staff Structure and Administrative Process 
  - Sustainable Future for Grad Programs 
  - Revenue Generation and Activity Based Budgeting 
- Some of these committees will work with standing committees of Faculty Council (Curriculum 
and Programs Committee and Planning and Research Committee) 
 
5. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 
- The call for extra GA units is out, with a deadline of September 19. 
- The first meeting of the Curriculum and Programs Committee is September 16. 
- There is a Graduate AI discussion meeting September 19, held in the Boardroom. 

 
6. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell) 
- Please contact Matt and Heather if you have any questions regarding research grants to apply 
for. 

 
7. Announcements, other business, questions 
N/A 

 
8. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 2:05 pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, October 1, 2025, 1:00 p.m. in A1043 and WebEx 
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Attendance: 
Mark Stoddart (Sociology, Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Brooke Osmond (English 
Undergrad Rep), Carolyn Colbert (English PCI Rep), Julia Polyck-O’Neill (English), Luka 
Carroll (Classics Grad Rep), Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s Office), Meghan Burchell (HSS, 
Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Ruth Murambadoro (Gender Studies), Michelle Rebidoux 
(Religious Studies), Jennifer Dyer (Gender Studies), Catherine Losier (Archaeology), Natasha 
Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/English), Cory W. Thorne Gutiérrez (Folklore), John Hawboldt 
(Pharmacy), Aaron Tucker (English), Fiona Polack (English), Maria Mayr (MLLC), Danine 
Farquharson (English), Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Esther Asamoah (Graduate Student 
Union), Lisa-Jo van den Scott (Sociology), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Sean Gray 
(Political Science), Kodjo Attikpoe (MLLC), Erine Snowe (Classics Undergrad Rep), Heather C. 
O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Patricia Dold (HSS, Dean’s Office/Religion and Culture), 
Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Library Rep), Piyusha Chatterjee (History), Barry Stephenson (Religion 
and Culture), Daria Boltokova (Anthropology), Dave Wilson (Science), Nancy Pedri (English), 
Julie Kavanagh (Co-operation Education), Jeff Howard (Classics PCI Rep), Sahar Razavi 
(Linguistics Grad Rep), Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture), Melanie Coughlin (Religion and 
Culture/Philosophy), Alexandre Gauthier, Holly Everett (Folklore), Anne Thareau (MLLC), 
Melanie Doyle (CITL), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), Luke Roman 
(Classics), Lynn Gambin (Economics), Renée Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), Carol Lynne 
D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies, Nicole Whalen (Philosophy), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), 
Doug Wharram (Linguistics), Kurt Korneski (History), Hanna Linden (Anthropology Grad Rep), 
Isabelle Côté (Political Science), Jillian Gould (Folklore), John McLevey (Sociology), John 
Sandlos (History), Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Karine Abadie (MLLC), Kathryn 
Simonsen (Classics), Krista Cardwell (HSS, Dean’s Office/Music/Development Office), Mariya 
Lesiv (Folklore), Max Viatori (Anthropology), Patrick Gamsby (Sociology), Philippe Basabose 
(MLLC), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Renée Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), 
Renée Skinner (HSS Assistant Registrar), Alyson Byrne (Business), Arthur Sullivan 
(Philosophy), Marina Lethbridge (Sociology), Cam Ho (School of Graduate Studies), Adrienne 
Peters (Sociology), Dominique Brégent-Heald (History), Carissa Brown (Geography), Walter 
Okshevsky (Education), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office) 
 
Regrets:  
Bren A. LeFrançois  
 


