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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, May 6, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. Dr. 
N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3 & #4). 

3. Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting Apr 1, 2026 
4. HSS Calendar Change Proposals: 
MLLC 

 -Master of Arts and Education (Education and Francophone Literatures and Cultures)  
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: N. Pedri/A. Craig) Carried 
 

Regular Agenda: 
 

5. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
- Faculty Retreat Debrief/Outcomes 
 -Thank you to all who attended the Faculty Retreat and who helped to make it happen. 
 -The action items that came out of that meeting are as follows: 

(1) A survey on the faculty structure options 
(2) Developing an approach to the first-year experience 
(3) Pursuing the possibility of attendance-based components of evaluation under the 

current calendar provisions 
(4) Developing a motion to make the Minor option for HSS students 
(5) Continuing to refine our work on degree requirements 
(6) Investigating Dual sector degree options and articulation agreements with College 

of the North Atlantic 
(7) Furthering the work on proposals for 3-year degree options and the Bachelor of 

Intd Studies 
(8) Looking at student exit surveys for graduating students as well as in-program 

students.  
-The Dean’s Office remains open for any feedback from the retreat. 
-3 new faculty structure models were received (2 schools, 1 department merger). Senate 
is discussing university-wide faculty and/or school restructuring. Working groups will be 
created. As of now, no action has been taken. 
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- Provincial Budget 

-Released on Thursday during the retreat. 
-All Deans asked to draft potential budget cut models based on 4% for academic units  
and 6% for non-academic units. Also have been advised to prioritize academic units. 4% 
budget cut equals approximately 1.245 million dollars. 

 
6.  Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2025-2026 (M. Nikolic) 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 
-Met with high school guidance counsellors to receive feedback. Positive feedback was received 
from them regarding: having permanent ASMs teach more of the 1st year classes, revisions to the 
Core Requirements, revisions to the degree structure (3 year with optional 4th year), and an 
optional minor. 
-CPC will create a proposal to address those changes. 

 
8. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2025-2026 (A. Keeling) 
-One application for George Story Distinguished Lecture. Henrietta Harvey applications are open 
until June 12th. 
-Revising Terms of Reference for both lectures. 
-Discussions for a HSS Research Strategy to be done with ad-hoc Research Support committee at 
next meeting. 
 
9. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Milner and H. O’Brien on behalf of M. 

Burchell) 
-Research Grant Deadlines: 

-Insight Grant Advanced Draft Feedback due July 20, for October 1 submission 
-Partnership Program in the Research Funding Tracker can be consulted for specific deadlines. 

 
10. Announcements, other business, questions 
-7th International Sclerochronology Conference May 5-9 happening across campus. 

 
11. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 1:50 pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, June 3, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 
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Attendance: 
Walter Okshevsky (Education), Arn Keeling (Geography), Susanne Luhmann (Gender Studies), 
Marina Lethbridge (Sociology and Criminology), Catherine Losier (Archaeology), Anne 
Thareau (MLLC), Natasha Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/English and Communication and Media 
Studies), Alyson Byrne (Business), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Brooke Osmond (English  and 
Communication and Media Studies Undergrad Rep), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender 
Studies), Carolyn Colbert (English PCI Rep), Charlene Stone (HSS, Dean’s Office), Charlie 
Mather (Geography), Chinelo Ezenwa (English and Communication and Media Studies), Cory 
Thorne Gutierrez (Folklore), Danine Farquharson (English and Communication and Media 
Studies), Dave Wilson (Science), Debbie Dunn (English and Communication and Media 
Studies), Dominique Brégent-Heald (History), Douglas Wharram (Linguistics), Emil Francis 
(Gender Studies), Fiona Polack (English and Communication and Media Studies), Fran Verzosa 
(Gender Studies Undergrad Rep), Frances Banfield (Archaeology), Glenda Hiscock 
(Archaeology), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Heather Patey (ISER), Heidi Haering 
(Anthropology Grad Rep), Holly Everett (Folklore), Isabelle Côté (Political Science/MLLC), 
Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture/Political Science), Joel Finnis (Geography), John Sandlos 
(History), Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Kelley Totten (Folklore), Kelli Durdle 
(Nursing), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Kodjo Attikpoé (MLLC), Kurt Korneski 
(History), Lori Lee Oates (Sociology and Criminology), Luis Achondo (Music), Lynn Gambin 
(Economics), Maria Lear (Archaeology), Mark Stoddart (Sociology and Criminology), Matt 
Milner (HSS, Dean’s Office/History), Melanie Coughlin (Religion and Culture/Philosophy), 
Milo Nikolic (Classics), Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Pat Dold (HSS, Dean’s 
Office/Religion and Culture), Patrick Gamsby (Sociology and Criminology), Philippe Basabose 
(MLLC), Piyusha Chatterjee (History), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Renée 
Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Sara Mackenzie (Linguistics), 
Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Sean Gray (Political Science), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), 
Sharon Roseman (Anthropology), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education), Vaughan 
Grimes (Archaeology), Vicki Hallett (Gender Studies), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English and 
Communication and Media Studies), Ailsa Craig (Sociology and Criminology), Carissa Brown 
(Geography), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Queen Elizabeth II Library Rep), Branaavan Sivarajah 
(Geography), John McLevey (Sociology and Criminology), Julie Kavanagh (Co-operative 
Education), Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s Office), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office) 
 
Regrets:  
Kathryn Simonsen (Classics),  Jeff Howard (Classics), Renée Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), 
Aaron Tucker (English and Communication and Media Stuides), Robyn Lacy (Archaology), 
Julia Polyck-O’Neill (English and Communication and Media Studies), William Schipper 
(English and Communication and Media Studies), Nicholas Welch (Linguistics), Adrienne Peters 
(Sociology and Criminology), Anne Graham (Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures), 
Alexandre Gauthier (Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures), Barry Stephenson (Religion 
and Culture), Jillian Gould (Folklore), 
  


