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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 

1:00 p.m. on WebEx 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. on WebEx. A list of those who attended is attached. 
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3 and # 4). 

 -Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting Dec 9, 2025 
 -Calendar Change Proposals: 
 Sociology: 

- CRIM Certificate Amend Program 
- CRIM Major Amend Program 
- CRIM Minor Amend Program 
- CRIM Honours Amend Program 
- CRIM Recognition of Experienced Officers Amend Program 
- SOCI Departmental Name Change 

-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: M. Burchell/D. Farquharson) 
Carried 

 
Regular Agenda: 
 

4. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
Ad-Hoc Committees: 
-Brightspace shell with reports from all six ad-hoc committees are live. 
-There will be several dates soon to discuss some potential future decisions. There will be 
multiple opportunities to attend and provide input. 
-The President has stated that by February 11, senior administration will have decided on future 
structural changes. 
 
Budget: 
-There has been no update on the future of graduate programs and admissions. No decisions have 
been made as of yet. 
 
Teaching Plan Process: 
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-The resources allocated for next year are 50% less than this year, however HSS is receiving 
temporary budget relief for next year’s Teaching Term Contracts and Per Course Instructors. 
 

 
5. Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2025-2026 (A. Peters) 
-All proposals have now been sent to SCUGS for review. 
-During a discussion surrounding ENGI 1000, the chair of SCUGS confirmed that this new 
CRW course by Engineering is not going to set a precedent going forward. 

 
6. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2025-2026 (M. Burchell on 

behalf of A. Keeling) 
-The Dean has received a memo from the committee regarding the P&T Matrix. It is currently 
being reformatted to be more accessible. The committee intends to recirculate the document to 
departments for more feedback. 
 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 
-Thank you to M. Rebidoux for serving as CPC co-chair. The committee will elect a new co-
chair at the January meeting. 
-Current registration numbers are 11, 802 (about 70%). 

 
8. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell) 
-Upcoming grants: 
 -SSHRC Explore in early February 
 -VP Conference in early February 
 -Artistic Creative in mid-late February 
 
9. Announcements, other business, questions 
N/A 
 
10. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 2pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, February 4, 2026, 1:00 p.m. 
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Attendance: 
Walter Okshevsky (Education), Jeff Howard (Classics), John McLevey (Sociology), Theresa 
Mackenzie (Co-op Education), Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Emil Francis (Gender Studies), 
Kurt Korneski (History), Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Danine Farquharson (English), 
Heidi Hearing (Anthropology), Evan Edinger (Geography), Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s 
Office), Melanie Coughlin (Philosophy/Religion and Culture), Vicki Hallett  (Gender Studies), 
Fiona Polack (English), Nicole Power (Sociology), Carolyn Colbert (English), Meghan Burchell 
(HSS Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Adrienne Peters (Sociology),  Kodjo Attikpoe (MLLC), 
Catherine Losier (Archaeology), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Arn Keeling (Geography), 
Philippe Basabose (MLLC), Joshua Goudie (HSS Dean’s Office), Max Viatori (Anthropology), 
Branaavan Sivarajah (Geography), Charlie Mather (Geography), Robin Whitaker 
(Anthropology), Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture), Melanie Doyle (CITL/Education), Renee 
Shute (HSS Dean’s Office), Amanda Tiller-Hackett (Queen Elizabeth II Library), Renee Mercer 
(HSS Dean’s Office), Scott Matthews (Political Sciences), Luke Roman (Classics), Yolande 
Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Patrick Gamsby (Sociology), Matthew Milner (HSS Dean’s 
Office/History), Joel Finnis (Geography), Daria Boltokova (Anthropology), Piyusha Chatterjee 
(History), Stephanie Field (Human Kinetics and Recreation), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman 
(English), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Nancy Pedri (English), Alyson Byrne (Business), Carol-
Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Alison Carr (Memorial University Press), Alexandre 
Gauthier (MLLC), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Seamus O’Neill (Philosophy), Anne Graham 
(MLLC), Julia Polyck-O’Neill (English), Suma Rajiva (Philosophy), Sean McGrath 
(Philosophy), Aaron Tucker (English), Anne Thareau (MLLC), Dave Wilson (David Wilson), 
Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Douglas Wharram (Linguistics), Fran Verzosa (Gender 
Studies), Holly Everett (Folklore), Isabelle Cote (Political Science), Jeff Howard (Classics), Julie 
Kavanagh (Co-operative Eduacation), Ken Hopkins (HSS Dean’s Office), Mariya Lesiv 
(Folklore), Michelle Rebidoux (Religion and Culture), Natasha Hurley (Dean’s Office), Patricia 
Dold (Religion and Culture), Sarah Penney (HSS Dean’s Office), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy), 
Stacie Swain (Religion and Culture), Daira Boltokova (Anthropology), John Sandlos (History). 
 
Regrets:  
Robyn Lacy (Archaeology), John Hawboldt (Pharmacy) 
 


