Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting
Wednesday, February 4, 2026
1:00 p.m. on WebEx

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on
Wednesday, February 4, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. on WebEx. A list of those who attended is attached.
Dr. N. Hurley chaired the meeting.

1.

Land Acknowledgement

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement:

We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmagq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and
building responsible relations.

Approval of the Agenda
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda.
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3).
-Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting Jan 7, 2026
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: S. Roseman/N/Pedri) Carried

Regular Agenda:

Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley)

-Congratulations to L. Moore and M. Dalton on their recent wins at this year’s NL Book
Awards.

-Undergraduate admissions for the Fall 2026 is up 12%

-There are talks with HSS and Grenfell to discuss collaboration and how to improve the first
year experience.

Update from Co-Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2025-2026 (A. Peters)
-All Calendar Change Proposals have gone through SCUGS and are on to Senate.

-CPC will be reviewing the iBA requirements. Please consider which courses in your
department can be added to this program.

-New invigilation documents coming soon from SCUGS.

Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2025-2026 (M. Burchell on
behalf of A. Keeling)

-There was discussion on the purposes and future of this committee, based on the initial
requests of the Research Support ad-hoc committee.

-The P&T Matrix document will be circulated to heads, with the strong need for
departmental discussion.

Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold)
-Enrolments are down 7.8% for Winter semester.
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-A team is being pulled together to discuss potential supports for CRW courses. Please reach
out to P. Dold (assocdeancphss@mun.ca) if you are interested in volunteering.

8. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell)
-Upcoming grants:
-SSHRC Explore, deadline February 9
-SSHRC Exchange, deadline February 9
-MUN Conference Fund, deadline February 9
-Undergraduate Student Research award, deadline March 2
-SSHRC Engage, deadline March 2

9. Announcements, other business, questions
N/A

10. Adjournment
-Meeting adjourned at 2pm

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, March 4, 2026, 1:00 p.m.
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Attendance:

Oscar Moro Abadia (Archaeology), Julia Polyck-O’Neill (English), Jen D’Eon (MLLC),
Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Rene Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Nicholas Lynch (Geography),
Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s Office), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office), Heidi Haering
(Anthropology Grad Rep), Aaron Tucker (English), Heather Patey (ISER), Meghan Burchell
(HSS, Dean’s Office/Archaeology), Max Viatori (Anthropology), Renée Mercer (HSS, Dean’s
Office), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Jeff Howard (Classics PCI Rep), Lisa-Jo van den Scott
(Sociology), Barry Stephenson (Religion and Culture), Milo Nikolic (Classics), Maryia Lesiv
(Folklore), Joel Finnis (Geography), John Hawboldt (Pharmacy), Carissa Brown (Geography),
Arthur Sullivan (Philosophy), Brooke Osmond (English Undergrad Rep), Karine Abadie
(MLLC), Natasha Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/English), Luis Achondo (Music), Wendy
Mosdell-Wadman (English), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), Shannon Hoff (Philosophy),
Dave Wilson (Science), Julia Kavanagh (Co-operative Education), Patrick Gamsby (Sociology),
John McLevey (Sociology), Patricia Dold (HSS, Dean’s Office/Religion and Culture), Sean
McGrath (Philosophy), Branaavan Sivarajah (Geography), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative
Education), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography),
Nicole Power (Sociology), Alison Carr (MUNPress), Isabelle Cote (Policial Science/MLLC),
Jillian Gould (Folklore), Scott Matthews (Political Science), Sharon Roseman
(Anthropology/ISER/J.R, Smallwood), Sean Gray (Political Science), Fiona Polack (English),
Danine Farquharson (English), Adrienne Peters (Sociology), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office),
Alexandre Gauthier (MLLC), Fran Verzosa (Gender Studies Undergrad Rep), Daira Boltokova
(Anthropology), Charlie Mather (Geography), Carol Lynne D’ Arcangelis (Gender Studies),
Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Douglas Wharram (Linguistics), Michelle Rebidoux
(Religion and Culture), Melanie Doyle (CITL), Sebastien Rossignol (History), John Sandlos
(History), Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture/Political Science), Maria Mayr (History/MLLC),
Sarah Thorne (English), Matt Milner (HSS, Dean’s Office/History), Piyusha Chatterjee
(History), Paul De Decker (Linguistics), Anne Graham (MLLC), Stacie Swain (Religion and
Culture), Renée Shute (HSS, Dean’s Office), Nancy Pedri (English), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS,
Dean’s Office), Holly Everett (Folklore), Kodjo Attikpoé (MLLC), Ruth Murambadoro (Gender
Studies), Kelley Totten (Folklore), Ruby Bishop (Sociology), Esther Adjoa Asamoah (GSU
Rep), Melanie Coughlin (Philosophy/Religion and Culture), Alyson Byrne (Business), Catherine
Losier (Archaeology), Luke Roman (Classics), Maureen Scheidnes (MLLC), Susanne Luhmann
(Gender Studies)

Regrets:
Carolyn Colbert (English), Arn Keeling (Geography), Halia Koo (MLLC), Amanda Tiller-
Hackett (QEII Library)



