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Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences Meeting 
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 

1:00 p.m. via Webex 
 

The regular meeting of the Faculty Council of Humanities and Social Sciences was held on 
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 at 1:00 p.m. via Webex. A list of those who attended is attached. Dr. 
N. Hurley chaired the meeting. 
 
1. Land Acknowledgement 

Dr. Hurley provided the Land Acknowledgement: 
We acknowledge that the lands on which Memorial University’s campuses are situated are in 
the traditional territories of diverse Indigenous groups, and we acknowledge with respect the 
diverse histories and cultures of the Beothuk, Mi’kmaq, Innu, and Inuit of this province. We 
gather here as subjects implicated in the long history and structures of colonialism and in the 
spirit of community commitment to reconciliation and to undertaking the work of repair and 
building responsible relations. 
 

2. Approval of the Agenda 
Dr. Hurley reminded all in attendance of the Consent Agenda/Regular Agenda format and 
gave an opportunity to move items from Consent to Regular Agenda. 
-Consent Agenda was approved and adopted (item # 3 & #4). 

3. Approval of Minutes of Faculty Council meeting Mar 4, 2026 
4. HSS Calendar Change Proposals: 

  Modern Languages, Literatures and Cultures 
- FREN 3300 Techniques d’expression orale Amend Course Title 

  Religion and Culture: 
- RELS 2230 Change to CRW Course 
- RELS 3260 The Judeo-Christian Tradition in the Greco-Roman World New 

Course 
-Regular Agenda was approved as presented (Moved/Second: N. Pedri/A. Craig) Carried 

 
Regular Agenda: 
 

5. Dean’s Remarks (N. Hurley) 
- New Challenges Facing HSS: Modeling Deep Cuts 
 -Current budget model only considers expenses.  
 -Three key items in upcoming month: faculties asked to model 5% and 10% budget cuts;  

provincial budget will come down, and the faculty retreat at end of April. 
-5% and 10% cut to base budget = 3.2 million. Last year, 5.4 million was cut from the  
budget. Cut models due April 24th. 

- Retreat Planning 
-Faculty Retreat April 29. Currently assembling similar data to last year’s retreat, but  
updated to this year. Talking points include activity from the ad-hoc committees and  
faculty structure. 

 
6.  Update from Chair, Curriculum and Programs Committee 2025-2026 (A. Peters) 
7. Update from Associate Dean, Curriculum and Programs (P. Dold) 
-April 10 1-2:30pm, location TBA: CRW Planning Course Workshop. 
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-April 23 2:30-4pm, A1046 or Webex: HSS Roundtable: Assessment Strategies and the Powers 
of Generative AI. 
-Asking department heads to advertise their programs to students. 
-Spring registration currently at 63%. 

 
8. Update from Chair, Planning and Research Committee 2025-2026 (A. Keeling) 
-Promotion and Tenure guidelines sent to Department Heads for further consultation during 
departmental meetings. 
-Research Strategy for future years of HSS. 
 
9. Update from Associate Dean, Research (M. Burchell) 
-April 6 Deadline for Distinguished Lecturers George Story and Henrietta Harvey nominations. 
-Research information website has been revised. 
-Research Grant Deadlines: 

-Publication Subvention’s HSS deadline is Apr 8.  
-Seed Bridge and Multidisciplinary Fund HSS deadline is April 23. 
-Two UArctic programs have an HSS deadline of Apr. 15. 

 
10. Announcements, other business, questions 

 
11. Adjournment 

-Meeting adjourned at 2:01 pm 
 

Next Faculty Council: Wednesday, May 6, 2025, 1:00 p.m. 
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Attendance: 
Patricia Dold (HSS, Dean’s Office/Religion and Culture), Cory Thorne Gutierrez (Folklore), 
Savanna Muscat (HSS, Dean’s Office), Mark Stoddart (Sociology and Criminology), Kurt 
Korneski (History), Jeff Horward (Classics), Emil Francis (Gender Studies Grad Rep), Shannon 
Hoff (Philosophy), Kathryn Simonsen (Classics), Natasha Hurley (HSS, Dean’s Office/ English 
and Communication and Media Stuides), Melanie Coughlin (Philosophy/Religion and Culture), 
Charlene Stone (HSS, Dean’s Office), Ken Hopkins (HSS, Dean’s Office), Renee Shute (HSS 
Dean’s Office), Lisa- Jo van den Scott (Sociology and Criminology), Heidi Haering 
(Anthropology Grad Rep), Aaron Tucker (English and Communication and Media Studies), 
Danine Farquharson (English and Communication and Media Studies), Arthur Sullivan 
(Philosophy), Wendy Mosdell-Wadman (English and Communication and Media Studies), 
Brooke Osmond (English and Communication and Media Studies Under Grad Rep), Patrick 
Gamsby (Sociology and Criminology), Nancy Pedri (English and Communication and Media 
Studies), Alexandre Gauthier (MLLC), Ailsa Craig (Sociology and Criminology), Arn Keeling 
(Geography), Jen D’Eon (MLLC), Theresa Mackenzie (Co-operative Education), Milo Nikolic 
(Classics), Vaughan Grimes (Archaeology), Esther Adjoa Asamoah (GSU REP), Sharon 
Roseman (Anthropology), Kodjo Attipoé (MLLC), Dave Wilson (Science), Paul De Decker 
(Linguistics), Renee Skinner (Registrar’s Office), Rebecca Newhook (Co-operative Education), 
Sebastien Rossignol (History), Heather Patey (ISER), Dominique Bregent-Heald (History), 
Fiona Polack (English and Communication and Media Studies), Luis Achondo (Music), Renee 
Mercer (HSS, Dean’s Office), Jennifer Selby (Religion and Culture), Seamus O’Neill 
(Philosophy), Joshua Goudie (HSS, Dean’s Office), Meghan Burchell (HSS, Dean’s 
Office/Archaeology), Yolande Pottie-Sherman (Geography), Sarah Thorne (English and 
Communication and Media Studies), Alyson Byrne (Business), Chinelo Ezenwa (English and 
Communication and Media Studies), John Hawboldt (Pharmacy), Charlie Mather (Geography), 
Julie Kavanagh (Co-operative Education), Heather C. O’Brien (HSS, Dean’s Office), Vicki 
Hallett (Gender Studies), Daria Boltokova (Anthropology), Matt Milner (HSS, Dean’s 
Office/History), John McLevey (Sociology and Criminology), Catherine Losier (Archaeology), 
Branaavan Sivarajah (Geogrpahy), Jillian Gould (Folklore), Piyusha Chatterjee (History), 
Amanada Tiller-Hackett (QE II Library), Carol Lynne D’Arcangelis (Gender Studies), Melanie 
Doyle (CITL), Joel Finnis (Geography), Nick Lynch (Geography), Ruth Murambadoro (Gender 
Studies), Susanne Luhmann (Gender Studies), Adrienne Peters (Sociology and Criminology), 
Max Vitori (Anthropology), Isabelle Cote (Political Science/MLLC), Michelle Rebidoux 
(Religion and Culture), Sean Gray (Economics), Lynn Gambin (Economics), Julia Polyck-
O’Neill (English and Communication and Media Studies), Sarah Penney (HSS, Dean’s Office) 
 
Regrets:  
Stacie Swain (Religion and Culture/Gender Studies), Halia Koo (MLLC), Sarah Gordon 
(Folklore), Robyn Lacy (Archaeology), Kelli Durdle (Nursing), Carollyn Colbert (English), 
Sahar Razavi (Linguistics) 
  


