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Introduction 

Philanthropy and charitable giving is by no means a new concept in Newfoundland and Labrador. 

Its application to regional development and to sustainable communities is, however, new. 

The future sustainability of Newfoundland and Labrador’s communities and regions is of key 

concern, particularly in light of recent funding decisions. As communities, regions, and policy-

makers in Newfoundland and Labrador look towards the future they would be remiss to not 

discuss the potential role of philanthropy.

Communities and regions throughout Newfoundland and Labrador (NL) encounter a series of 

¿QDQFLDO�FKDOOHQJHV��LQÀXHQFHG�E\�RXWPLJUDWLRQ��GHFUHDVLQJ�WD[�EDVHV��DQG�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��
$OWKRXJK�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV�KDYH�QXPHURXV�ORFDO�SULRULWLHV�DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��¿QDQFLDO�FRQVWUDLQWV�
RIWHQ�KLQGHU�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�¿QG�DQG�LPSOHPHQW�VROXWLRQV��2QH�SRWHQWLDO�RSWLRQ�IRU�UHVROYLQJ�
this hindrance is the use of philanthropy, particularly the community foundation model. 

Communities and regions throughout Canada are actively engaged in the community foundation 

PRYHPHQW��D�PRYHPHQW�VWDUWHG�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�����V��2YHU�WKH�SDVW�WKUHH�\HDUV�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�
community foundation model and regional development have emerged as a topic of interest 

in NL. In 2010, the Harris Centre held a Synergy Session highlighting community foundation 

research conducted in Manitoba, which was attended by policy makers, researchers, develop-

ment practitioners, and representatives of the Community Foundation of Newfoundland and 

Labrador. Further, through a number of research initiatives in the past four years interest in 

the community foundation model has emerged among some residents in the Northern Penin-

sula, Kittiwake, and the Isthmus of the Avalon regions. 

$V�SUHVVXUHV�RI�DXVWHULW\�PHDVXUHV��RXWPLJUDWLRQ��DQG�GHFUHDVLQJ�PXQLFLSDO�WD[�EDVHV�FRQWLQXH�
the need for alternative funding mechanisms in communities and regions will grow. The role 

RI�SKLODQWKURS\�LQ�UHJLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�LVVXH�LQ�1/�DQG�&DQDGD��7KH�
UROH�RI�SKLODQWKURS\�LQ�UHJLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�FRQWH[W�LV�QRW�ZHOO�XQGHUVWRRG��
Unlike the United States (Yost, 2009), limited philanthropy research has been undertaken in 

Canada. This research project contributes to this gap. 



7KLV�SURMHFW�H[DPLQHG�WKH�KRZ�FRPPXQLW\�
foundations, as one avenue of philanthropy, 

FRXOG�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�VXSSRUW�UHJLRQDO�GHYHORS-
ment in Newfoundland and Labrador. In building 

this assessment the project reviewed both 

charitable giving and volunteerism patterns in 

the province. 

This report consists of three reports, each 

DGGUHVVLQJ�D�NH\�HOHPHQW�RI�WKH�SURMHFW��7KH�¿UVW�
report, Charitable Giving and Volunteering 
in Canada and the Atlantic Region, reviews 

Statistics Canada data from 2007-2010 on how 

Canadians engaged with charitable and volun-

tary organizations. This document reviews key 

metrics, such as charitable donations, charac-

teristics of donors, and volunteerism rates. 

%DVHG�RQ�WKLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ��WKH�UHSRUW�LGHQWL¿HV�
key opportunities to advance philanthropy in 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 

The second report, Assets, Revenues, and Gifts 
of Canada’s Atlantic Community Founda-
tions��H[DPLQHV�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV�RI�WKH�WHQ�
community foundations in Atlantic Canada. The 

report scans the revenues and gifts of these 

community foundations from 2003-2011. The 

¿QDQFLDO�SUR¿OHV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�
useful in understanding regional differences 

across the Atlantic region. 

The third report, Examination of Community 
Foundations in Atlantic Canada��H[SORUHV�WKH�
diversity of the ten community foundations in the 

Atlantic region. The report is based on a survey 

of the community foundations to determine the 

VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLIIHUHQFHV��7KH�VXUYH\�H[DPLQHG�
a number of key issues, including endowment 

building strategies, short- and long-term goals, 

and inter-generational transfers of wealth. 

Further information emerging from this initia-

tive can be found at 

http://philanthropy.ruralresilience.ca. 
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Introduction 

Across the country, Canadians are making substantial contributions to their communities and 
regions through charitable giving and volunteerism. These contributions support a wide variety 
RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��HQULFKLQJ�VRFLDO��FXOWXUDO��DQG�HFRQRPLF�IDEULF�RI�
their communities. This working paper explores charitable giving and volunteerism statistics 
to understand the current situation in Atlantic Canada. 

Using data from Statistics Canada from 2007-2010 an overview of charitable giving and 
volunteerism is presented for Canada and the Atlantic Region. This working paper reviews the 
rates of charitable giving, type of charitable giving, characteristics of donors, and the principal 
recipients of donations. Statistics on volunteerism rates among Canadians and the Atlantic 
5HJLRQ�DUH�DOVR�UHYLHZHG��VSHFL¿FDOO\�UHJDUGLQJ�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWHV��W\SHV�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
supported, and characteristics of volunteers. The working paper concludes with initial insights 
into how the patterns of charitable giving and volunteerism in NL could generate opportuni-
ties for philanthropy. 

This working paper was prepared as a part of a larger applied research initiative examining the 
role of philanthropy in regional development in Newfoundland and Labrador. Further informa-
tion on this initiative can be located at http://philanthropy.ruralresilience.ca. 



Where Information 
Came From

This working paper examines charitable giving 
and volunteerism in Atlantic Canada through the 
review of Statistics Canada’s Survey of Giving, 
Volunteering, and Participating. Data from the 
survey enables researchers to determine and 
examine whether there have been substantial 
changes in Canadians’ participation in chari-
table and voluntary activities between the 
2007 and 2010 period. This examination offers 
the ability to provide insights as to why these 
changes may have taken place and how these 
FKDQJHV�PD\�LQÀXHQFH�VRFLHW\��7KH�6WDWLVWLFV�
Canada data is supplemented with informa-
tion gleaned from academic and government 
literature documenting charitable giving and/
or volunteerism practices in Atlantic Canada.

This working paper utilizes data collected 
from the 2007 and the 2010 Canadian Survey 
of Giving, Volunteering and Participating to 
analyze charitable giving and volunteerism of 
individuals in Atlantic Canada. Statistics Canada 
administers this national survey every three 
years to gather information regarding charitable 
giving and volunteering. The survey analyzes 
data at both the national and provincial levels. 
Statistics Canada takes a random sample of 
Canadians through random digit dialing to 
participate in the survey. In the 2010 survey 
15,482 Canadian participated and in the 2007 
survey 21,827 Canadians participated. 

Information from the Caring Canadians, Involved 
Canadians: Tables Report, 2010 has also been 
utilized throughout this paper. This Statistics 
Canada report utilizes data given from the 2010 

Survey of Giving, Volunteering, and Partici-
SDWLQJ��\HW�LW�SURYLGHV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�VSHFL¿F�WR�
each individual province. Using this information 
is an asset as it allows for in depth analysis 
of provincial variations.

The Survey of Giving, Volunteering, and 
Participating provides a snapshot of charitable 
giving and volunteering at the provincial and 
national levels. Given small sample sizes 
engaged with each survey it is not possible 
to have a complete picture. This being said, 
the surveys offer one of the best sign posts 
for measuring the engagement of Canadians 
in voluntary and charitable activities. The 
data presentation between the 2007 and 
2010 surveys is not identical, which is noted 
throughout the report. As a result, this paper 
does not give the entire story of charitable 
giving and voluntarism in Newfoundland and 
Labrador. This paper takes relevant statistics 
from Statistics Canada databases in an effort 
to provide a snapshot of charitable giving 
and volunteering within the province and 
offer takeaway points for policy makers and 
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV�ZKHQ�QHHGHG�

It should also be known the emphasis of this 
paper is to provide insight on the charitable 
giving and volunteering rates in NL. The province 
offers unique statistics for this study as it holds 
the highest charitable giving rates in Canada. 
Newfoundlanders also have a strong sense 
of belonging, which potentially has a direct 
correlation with their philanthropic giving. 







Charitable Giving

Millions of Canadians are involved in donating 
money to charitable organizations annually. With 
¿QDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�GLIIHUHQW�JURXSV�DQG�
organizations, individuals are able to support 
VSHFL¿F�FDXVHV��KHOS�DGYDQFH�WKH�ZHOO�EHLQJ�RI�
IHOORZ�FLWL]HQV��RU�EHQH¿W�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�YDOXHV�
they believe in. In Canada, the federal government 
recognizes the positive implications charitable 
giving can provide for communities. In doing 
so, they provide income tax credits in an effort 
to encourage philanthropic giving by taxpayers, 
or in some cases, match the amount donated 
by certain groups or people. 

&KDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ��DV�GH¿QHG�E\�WKH�&DQDGD�
Revenue Agency (CRA), refers to the voluntary 
WUDQVIHU�RI�D�JLIW�WR�D�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULW\��$�JLIW�PD\�
take the form of cash, stocks, bonds, real estate, 
cultural property, or proceeds of a life insurance 
FRQWUDFW��$�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULW\�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
registered with the CRA conducting purposes 
in at least one of the following areas: relief of 
poverty, advancement of education, advance-
PHQW�RI�UHOLJLRQ��RU�RWKHU�SXUSRVHV�WKDW�EHQH¿W�
the community in a way the courts have decided 
DUH�FKDULWDEOH��&5$���������$�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULW\�
is able to issue tax receipts to donors and is 
exempt from paying taxes on their revenue. 

There are three principle types of donations. 
A common way to engage in charitable giving 
is through gifts of cash. Gifts of cash provides 
ÀH[LELOLW\�ZLWK�GRQRUV�DV�WKH\�FDQ�GHVLJQDWH�

WKHLU�JLYLQJ�IRU�VSHFL¿F�LQLWLDWLYH�RU�OHDYH�LW�
XQUHVWULFWHG��DOORZLQJ�WKH�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULW\¶V�
board of directors to determine the best use 
of the funds. Examples of gifts of cash include 
grants, corporate donations, foundation grants 
and religious tithing. Another means of donating 
is through gifts in kind. Gifts of kind differ from 
gifts of cash as it does not involve a direct 
¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQ�EXW�JHQHUDOO\�VRPHWKLQJ�
tangible that is recognized as a certain value. 
As the item being donated is recognized as 
having value, the donor is able to receive a 
tax receipt from the government. Gifts of kind 
could include the donation of hospital equip-
ment or supplies to universities. Another type of 
charitable giving is through endowment funds. 
(QGRZPHQW�IXQGV�FRQVLVW�RI�¿QDQFLDO�JLYLQJ�WR�
a registered charity, whereby the charity does 
QRW�VSHQG�WKH�¿QDQFHV�WKDW�DUH�GRQDWHG��EXW�
utilizes the continued growth and interest that 
results from the initial donations. As donations 
to endowment funds are never spent but used 
WR�JDLQ�LQWHUHVW��WKH�EHQH¿WV�IURP�WKLV�W\SH�RI�
giving are endless as they continue to last year 
after year. The most common type of endow-
ment fund is through community foundations. 
Once a community foundation receives funds 
from a donor, they invest it and are able to 
spend the interest of the donations every year 
for purposes that include regional development 
(Turcotte, 2012).



In 2010, Canadians over 15 years of age contributed a total of $10.6 billion to charitable or 
QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��ZKLFK�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�WKH�VDPH�DV�������7KH�PHDQ�DPRXQW�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�
donated annually in 2010 was $446, with the median amount being $123. Overall, nearly all 
Canadians aged 15 and over (84%) took part in charitable giving whether it was gifts of cash or 
gifts in kind (see Table 1) (Turcotte, 2012).

Rates of Charitable Giving

In 2010, $10.6 billion contributed to  

charitable organizations in Canada

 2010 2007 

Donor Rate 

Total population (thousands) 28,285 27,069 

Total number of donors (thousands) 23,789 22,841 

Donor rate (percentage) 84 84 

Number of donations 

Total number of donations (thousands) 91,357 87,789 

Average number per (donations) 3.8 3.8 

Amount of donations in 2010 dollars 

Total amount (thousands of dollars) $10,609,533 $10,429,330 

Average annual amount per donor (dollars) $446 $457 

Median annual amount per donor (dollars) $123 $125 

Average amount per donation (dollars) $114 $119 

�

Table 1. Donors and donations, population aged 15 and over, Canada

Source: Turcotte, 2012



Residents in the Atlantic Region were the most likely to have made one or more donation to chari-
WDEOH�RU�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��,Q�ERWK������DQG�������UHVLGHQWV�RI�1/�KDG�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQW�
RI�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�DJHG����DQG�ROGHU�HQJDJHG�LQ�FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ��,Q�����������RI�1/¶V�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�SDUWRRN�LQ�FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ������LQ��������IROORZHG�E\�3ULQFH�(GZDUG�,VODQG�ZLWK����������
LQ�������DQG�1HZ�%UXQVZLFN�DQG�1RYD�6FRWLD�ZLWK����������DQG�����LQ������UHVSHFWLYHO\��
�7XUFRWWH��������

92% of Newfoundland and Labrador were in 

engaged in charitable giving in 2010

Source: Turcotte, 2012

Chart 1. Percentage of charitable giving rates, by province/territory, donors aged 

15 and over, 2007 and 2010



Although residents in the Atlantic Region have the highest likelihood to make a chari-
table donation, they are among the smallest average donations throughout Canada. In 
both 2007 and 2010, only donors in Québec donated less on an annual basis (Clarke, 
Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010; Turcotte, 2012). 
Statistics Canada does not provide an in depth analysis of provincial variations in 
UHJDUGV�WR�FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ��WKXV�VSHFL¿F�VWDWLVWLFV�VXFK�DV�WKH�WRWDO�QXPEHU�RI�
donations and average amount per donor in terms of NL are not available. 

Source: Clark, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010

Table 2. Donors and donations, population aged 15 and over, Atlantic Region

6SHFL¿F�VWDWLVWLFV�IRU�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ�ZHUH�RQO\�DYDLODEOH�RQ�WKH������VXUYH\��(LJKW\�
eight percent of Atlantic residents (1.7 million residents) contributed to charitable 
JLYLQJ�LQ������HLWKHU�WKURXJK�D�¿QDQFLDO�RU�LQ�NLQG�GRQDWLRQ��'RQRUV�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�
region gave an average of $375 each. As a comparison, the average donors gave at 
a national level was $437 in 2007 (see Table 2) (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010). 





Type of Charitable Giving

$VLGH�IURP�¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQV��6WDWLVWLFV�&DQDGD�
measures Canadian charitable giving through gifts in 
kind and endowments. It should be noted the Survey 
of Giving, Volunteering, and Participating primarily 
IRFXVHV�RQ�¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQV�LQ�WKHLU�VWXG\��EXW�DOVR�
make note of other types of giving. In 2010, nearly 
IRXU�RXW�RI�¿YH�&DQDGLDQV�JDYH�FORWKLQJ�RU�KRXVHKROG�
LWHPV�WR�FKDULWLHV�RU�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�������
and over half the population of Canadians aged 15 
and over donated food to local food banks (62%). 
,Q�WHUPV�RI�¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQV�DV�SDUW�RI�D�ZLOO��RQO\�
3% of Canadians took part in this method of donating 
in 2010. These rates remained consist from 2007 to 
2010 (Turcotte, 2012).

7KH�VDPH�VWDWLVWLFV�VSHFL¿F�WR�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ�
were only made available in the 2007 survey. In 
2007, 76% of Atlantic residents contributed to in 
kind donations through clothing or other household 
goods and similar to the national average, 64% 
RI�WKH�$WODQWLF�GRQDWHG�IRRG��6WDWLVWLFV�RI�¿QDQFLDO�
donations as part of a will remained on par with the 
national average as only 3% of Atlantic residents 
made provides for a donation to take place in the 
case of their death (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010).

76% of Atlantic 

residents made 

inkind 

contributions  of 

clothing or 

household goods



Characteristics of Donors

The attributes of an individual help characterize what type of donor they are. In Canada, 
being employed, having university education, living in a higher income household, being 
religiously active, and over 35 years in age increases the likelihood of making donations as 
well as higher annual donations (Turcotte, 2012). This is not to say every person that makes 
frequent or large donations holds all of these qualities, but generally speaking, an individual 
that consists with more of these attributes is likely to partake in charitable giving above 
the average. In 2010, people with an annual household income that was $120,000 or more 
contributed an average donation amount of $744. As a comparison, those with household 
LQFRPHV�EHWZHHQ���������DQG���������GRQDWHG�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�������7XUFRWWH���������$�
recent House of Commons committee report documented the how donations to registered 
charities ranged by income categories (see Chart 2). 

$JH�LV�DQRWKHU�VLJQL¿FDQW�GHWHUPLQDQW�ZKHQ�FRQVLGHULQJ�UDWHV�RI�FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ��,Q�D�VWXG\�
VXEMHFW�WR�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��UHVLGHQWV�DJHG����WR����ZHUH�WKH�OHDVW�OLNHO\�WR�PDNH�¿QDQFLDO�
GRQDWLRQV�������ZLWK�WKH�JURXS�PRVW�OLNHO\�WR�GRQDWH�DJHG����DQG�ROGHU�����������,Q�WKH�
Atlantic Region, the population of residents aged 15 to 24 make up for only 3% of the total 
value for all donations, yet account for 16% of the Atlantic population. These rates are not 
unique to Atlantic Canada but occur across the nation as a whole (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 
2010). 

Source: Standing Committee on Finance, 2013

Chart 2. Percentage of donors and charitable donations by individual, by income class, 2010



Recipients of Donations

Religious organizations were the biggest recipients of the total amount of donations for both Canada 
as a whole, as well as the Atlantic Region. In 2010, $4.26 billion of the $10.6 billion donated by 
Canadians was to religious organizations, representing 40% of total donations (Turcotte, 2012). 
Religious organizations also received the largest percentage of total donations in the Atlantic 
Region in 2007 with 56% (over $360 million) (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010). This is common 
statistic across all Canadian provinces and has been reoccurring since at least 2004.

$OWKRXJK�UHOLJLRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�UHFHLYH�WKH�ODUJHVW�DPRXQW�RI�¿QDQFHV�IURP�GRQDWLRQV�LQ�&DQDGD��
they do not receive the highest number of actual donations. In 2010, 71% of Canadians donated 
to hospitals and the health sector, down from 74% in 2007 (72% of the Atlantic Region donated 
to this area in 2007). This is followed by social services receiving donations from 42% of Canadian 
residents (48% of Atlantic residents in 2007) and 33% of Canadians donating to religious organiza-
tions (43% of the Atlantic in 2007). There is a common trend from both Canada and the Atlantic 
Region over the past six years where individuals are making fewer donations to religious organi-
zations and partaking in charitable giving through health, hospitals, and social services (Clarke, 
Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010; Turcotte, 2012).

Chart 3. Percentage of the total amount designated to religious organizations, by province, 2010

Source: Turcotte, 2012



Ways Donors Partake 

in Charitable Giving

It is important to identify whether solicitation 
was a factor in Canadian charitable giving and 
which method(s) works best. In 2010, the solici-
tation method receiving the highest response 
from Canadians was canvassing at a shopping 
centre or on the street with 32%, followed 
by human sponsorship with 30%. Although 
the high response rate, solicitation brings in 
PLQLPDO�¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQV��7KH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�
of donations these two methods brought in for 
Canada in 2010 was 3% and 2%, respectively 
(Turcotte, 2012).

Although the relatively low rates of solicitation as 
a national average, NL was above the norm and 
stood at the top of many different categories. 
Particular solicitation methods that Newfound-
landers and Labradorians were most likely to 
respond too were door-to-door canvassing 
�������VSRQVRULQJ�VRPHRQH��������LQ�D�SODFH�
of worship (40%), initiatives at work (28%), 
RU�WKURXJK�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�RU�UDGLR�UHTXHVW��������
With the exception of donating in a place of 
worship (PEI with 41%) NL received the highest 
rates throughout each of these categories, by 
far. Although NL is the only extreme case in 
this category, the Atlantic Provinces would be 
its closest comparisons. It should also be noted 
that NL was tied for second last amongst all 
Canadian provinces for residents donating on 
their own with 6% (Turcotte, 2012).



Volunteerism

7KH�DFW�RI�YROXQWHHULQJ�SOD\V�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�FRPPXQLWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��,Q�D�FDVH�
VWXG\�GRQH�E\�6LGH�DQG�.HHIH���������WKH�LPSDFW�RI�XQSDLG�ZRUN�GRQH�E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�$WODQWLF�
Canada within their communities was analyzed. Their conclusion was that volunteering not 
RQO\�EHQH¿WV�SHRSOH�WKH�LQWULQVLFDOO\��EXW�LV�FRUUHODWHG�WR�FRPPXQLW\�HFRQRPLF�GHYHORSPHQW��
)XUWKHUPRUH��/RFNH�DQG�5RZH��������H[SODLQ�WKURXJK�WKHLU�FDVH�VWXG\�VSHFL¿F�WR�1/�WKDW�
volunteering is directly related with capacity building within local organizations. Evidently, 
YROXQWHHULQJ�LV�VLJQL¿FDQW�IRU�VXVWDLQDEOH�FRPPXQLWLHV�

1HDUO\�KDOI�RI�&DQDGLDQV�DJHG����\HDUV�RI�DJH�RU�ROGHU�YROXQWHHU�ZLWK�FKDULWLHV�DQG�QRQSUR¿W��
organizations every year contributing to tasks that include serving on boards and commit-
tees, fundraising, providing counseling services, delivering food, visiting senior homes, and 
VR�IRUWK��9ROXQWHHULQJ�LV�VXEVWDQWLDO�EHFDXVH�LW�DOORZV�SHRSOH�WR�QRW�RQO\�GRQDWH�¿QDQFLDOO\�
but also use their time to directly impact the cause of the organization or group that they 
UHSUHVHQW��+DOO��/DVE\��$\HU��	�*LEERQV��������

For this section, only 2007 statistics were available for volunteer rates across Canada and the 
Atlantic Region. The 2012 report of the 2010 data did not provide volunteering statistics. As 
WKLV�LV�WKH�FDVH��HDFK�VWDWLVWLF�SURYLGHG�ZLOO�UHSUHVHQW������GDWD�XQOHVV�RWKHUZLVH�VSHFL¿HG�

Rates of Volunteering

1HDUO\�KDOI�������RI�&DQDGLDQV�YROXQWHHUHG�IRU�FKDULWDEOH�DQG�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
during this time frame. The 12.5 million people volunteering contributed over 2.1 billion 
volunteer hours, which is almost equivalent to 1.1 million full-time jobs. On average, 
individuals volunteer 166 hours per year with a median of 56 hours (see Table 3) (Hall, 
/DVE\��$\HU�	�*LEERQV��������

In the Atlantic Region, 1 million residents (51%) took part in volunteering for charities 
DQG�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��7KLV�FRQWULEXWHG�FROOHFWLYHO\�IRU�D�WRWDO�RI�����PLOOLRQ�KRXUV��
HTXDO�WR��������IXOO�WLPH�MREV��7KH�DYHUDJH�DPRXQW�D�FLWL]HQ�YROXQWHHUHG�RQ�DQ�DQQXDO�
basis is 177 hours, slightly higher than the national average of 166 (see Table 3) (Clarke, 
Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010).



 Canada Atlantic 

Rate of Volunteering   

Total population (thousands) 27,069 1,932 

Volunteers (thousands) 12,478 1,000 

Volunteer rate (percent) 46 51 

Hours Volunteered   

Total hours volunteered (millions) 2,067 175 

Full-time year-round job equivalents (jobs) 1,076,673 91,146 

Average hours volunteered per year (hours) 166 177 

Median hours volunteered per year (hours) 56 - 

�

Table 3. Volunteers and volunteer hours, population aged 15 and older, 2007

Source: Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010; Hall, Lasby, Ayer & Gibbons, 2009

Canadians are most likely to volunteer with one of four main types of organizations. These 
include: sports and recreation, where 11% of the Canadian population volunteered their time 
(13% of the Atlantic population); social services organizations, receiving volunteer hours from 
11% of Canadians (14% in the Atlantic Region); and 10% given to education and research as 
well as religious organizations (13% for both categories within the Atlantic).  Although there 
is a small increase of volunteer percentages throughout different sectors within the Atlantic 
Region, statistics remain relatively the same throughout Canada (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 
������+DOO��/DVE\��$\HU�	�*LEERQV��������

In the case of both the Atlantic Region and Canada as a whole, volunteers were least likely 
to give their time to organizations involved with business or professional associations such as 
unions; fundraising, grant-making and voluntarism promotion as well as international causes. 
Residents are more inclined to contribute to volunteering initiatives that are more likely to 
GLUHFWO\�EHQH¿W�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�WKH�PRVW��&ODUNH��/DVE\��	�9RGDUHN��������

Organizations Supported by Volunteers



Volunteer Activities

There are a number of different volunteering activities Canadians have contributed their time 
to. Most notably in Canada is organizing or supervising events (45%) and fundraising (44%). 
Other activities include serving on a committee or board (33%); teaching, educating or 
mentoring (30%); provide counseling or advice (28%); collecting, serving or delivering food 
RU�RWKHU�JRRGV��������DQG�EHLQJ�HQJDJHG�LQ�RI¿FH�ZRUN��ERRNNHHSLQJ�RU�RWKHU�UHODWHG�GXWLHV�
�������$FWLYLWLHV�&DQDGLDQV�ZHUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�QRW�WR�YROXQWHHU�IRU�LQFOXGH�¿UVW�DLG��¿UH�¿JKWLQJ��
RU�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH�������+DOO��/DVE\��$\HU�	�*LEERQV��������

The volunteer activity that stood out in the Atlantic Region was fundraising; 55% of all volun-
WHHUV�ZHUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKLV�DFWLYLW\��7KLV�LV�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�UDWHV�RI�
Canada as a whole (up by 12%). Other activities Atlantic residents were involved with were 
RUJDQL]LQJ�RU�VXSHUYLVLQJ�HYHQWV��������VLWWLQJ�RQ�D�FRPPLWWHH�RU�ERDUG��������DQG�FROOHFWLQJ�
or delivering food or other goods (28%). Similar to Canada as a whole, the Atlantic region 
ZHUH�OHDVW�OLNHO\�WR�YROXQWHHU�E\�JLYLQJ�WLPH�WR�¿UVW�DLG��¿UH�¿JKWLQJ�RU�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH������
(Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010).

Chart 4. Volunteer rate, by province/territory, population aged 15 and over

Source: Hall, Lasby, Ayer & Gibbons, 2009; Statistics Canada, 2012



Characteristics of Volunteers

&KDUDFWHU�DWWULEXWHV�DOVR�SOD\�D�VLJQL¿FDQW�UROH�LQ�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�W\SH�RI�YROXQWHHU�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�
is. Similar to the attributes of donors, higher levels of volunteering tend to be related to increased 
age, higher levels of education, greater household income, being employed and being religiously 
DFWLYH��+DOO��/DVE\��$\HU�	�*LEERQV���������7KH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�YROXQWHHULQJ�ZLWK�
these characteristics is consistent throughout Canada, including the Atlantic Region.

The age of an individual plays a different role in volunteering than it did in charitable giving. 
In Canada, 58% of those aged 15 to 24 volunteered in 2007, yet only 36% of the population 
aged 65 and over gave their time. These statistics were higher in the Atlantic provinces as 
����RI����WR����\HDU�ROGV�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�YROXQWHHULQJ�ZKHUH�����RI�SHRSOH�DJHG����DQG�ROGHU�
contributed their time. Although this is the case, the older population in Canada volunteered 
an average of 218 hours while the younger population only volunteered an average of 138 
hours. Similarly, the residents that are 65 and older in the Atlantic region gave an average of 
241 whereas the 15 to 24 age group had an average of 146 volunteer hours (Clarke, Lasby, & 
9RGDUHN��������+DOO��/DVE\��$\HU��	�*LEERQV��������



Summary

������RI�&DQDGLDQV�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�FRQWULEXWHG�D�WRWDO�RI�������ELOOLRQ�WR�FKDULWDEOH�RU�
QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ������

��1/�ZDV�DW�WKH�WRS�RI�WKH�LQ�FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ�OLVW�ZLWK�����RI�LWV�SRSXODWLRQ�SDUWDNLQJ������
LQ��������IROORZHG�E\�3ULQFH�(GZDUG�,VODQG�ZLWK����������LQ�������DQG�1HZ�%UXQVZLFN�DQG�
Nova Scotia with 88% (88% and 87% in 2007 respectively).

��%HLQJ�HPSOR\HG��KDYLQJ�XQLYHUVLW\�HGXFDWLRQ��OLYLQJ�LQ�D�KLJKHU�LQFRPH�KRXVHKROG��EHLQJ�
religiously active, and over 35 years in age increases the likelihood of making donations, 
as well as higher annual donations. People with these characteristics are also more likely to 
partake in volunteering activities.

��5HOLJLRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZHUH�WKH�ELJJHVW�UHFLSLHQWV�RI�WKH�WRWDO�DPRXQW�RI�GRQDWLRQV�IRU�ERWK�
Canada as a whole, as well as the Atlantic Region. In 2010, $4.26 billion of the $10.6 billion 
donated by Canadians to religious organizations, representing 40% of total donations.

This working paper highlights how Canadians and residents of the Atlantic Region are engaged in 
charitable giving and volunteering from 2007-2010. Through the presentation of this information 
it is clear NL leads a number of categories related to charitable giving and volunteerism. The key 
¿QGLQJV�RI�WKLV�UHYLHZ�RI�VHFRQGDU\�GDWD�RQ�FKDULWDEOH�DQG�YROXQWDU\�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�



��1/�ZDV�DERYH�WKH�PHDQ�RI�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�VROLFLWDWLRQ�FDWHJRULHV��3DUWLFXODU�VROLFLWDWLRQ�
methods that Newfoundlanders and Labradorians were most likely to respond too were 
GRRU�WR�GRRU�FDQYDVVLQJ��������VSRQVRULQJ�VRPHRQH��������LQ�D�SODFH�RI�ZRUVKLS��������
LQLWLDWLYHV�DW�ZRUN��������RU�WKURXJK�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�RU�UDGLR�UHTXHVW�������

��1HDUO\�KDOI�������RI�&DQDGLDQV�YROXQWHHUHG�IRU�FKDULWDEOH�DQG�QRQSUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
during this time frame. The 12.5 million people that volunteer contributed to over 2.1 billion 
volunteer hours, which is almost equivalent to 1.1 million full-time jobs.

��&DQDGLDQV�DUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�WR�YROXQWHHU�ZLWK�RQH�RI�IRXU�PDLQ�W\SHV�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��ZKLFK�
include: sports and recreation, where 11% of the Canadian population volunteered their time 
(13% of the Atlantic population); social services organizations, receiving volunteer hours from 
11% of Canadians (14% in the Atlantic Region); and 10% given to education and research 
as well as religious organizations (13% for both categories within the Atlantic).

��7KH�WRS�YROXQWHHULQJ�DFWLYLWLHV�&DQDGLDQV�FRQWULEXWH�WRR�LQFOXGH��RUJDQL]LQJ�RU�VXSHUYLVLQJ�
events (45%); fundraising (44%); serving on a committee or board (33%); teaching, educating 
or mentoring (30%); provide counseling or advice (28%); collecting, serving or delivering 
IRRG�RU�RWKHU�JRRGV��������DQG�EHLQJ�HQJDJHG�LQ�RI¿FH�ZRUN��ERRNNHHSLQJ�RU�RWKHU�UHODWHG�
GXWLHV��������$FWLYLWLHV�&DQDGLDQV�ZHUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�QRW�WR�YROXQWHHU�IRU�LQFOXGH�¿UVW�DLG��¿UH�
¿JKWLQJ��RU�VHDUFK�DQG�UHVFXH�����



Opportunities Emerging 
for Philanthropy in NL
Although statistics from across Canada are very much alike to the statistics in the Atlantic Region, 
WKHUH�VWLOO�UHPDLQV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�JURZWK��7KH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ��VSHFL¿FDOO\�1/��FRQVLVWV�RI�
a unique population that holds a certain identity with the place they live. This sense of place, 
or sense of belonging, could be utilized to advance both charitable giving and volunteerism in 
the province. 

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�SUHVHQWHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�LQLWLDO�LQVLJKWV�RQ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�SKLODQ-
thropy in NL emerge. These opportunities need to be further explored and discussed among 
academia, government, private sector, and community and regional development practitioners. 

Donating through Bequests

One of the biggest opportunities of charitable giving in NL is through the provision in a will. According 
to Statistics Canada, only 3% of Newfoundlanders and Labradorians designate a portion of their 
wealth to a charity or organization after they pass away (Turcotte, 2012). However, the Commu-
QLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV�RI�&DQDGD�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LI�WKLV�LVVXH�LV�UDLVHG�WR�SHRSOH�E\�¿QDQFLDO�DGYLVRUV�DQG�
JRYHUQPHQW�RI¿FLDOV��WKLV�VWDWLVWLF�ZLOO�LQFUHDVH�WR�������D�QLQH�IROG�LQFUHDVH��&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGD-
tions of Canada, 2013). Often times, donors contribute to charitable giving throughout their life 
yet do not realize that a bequest through a will is a viable option, yet it can have positive impacts 
to their charity or organization of choice. Furthermore, if a donor designates a bequest in their will 
to a registered Canada charity, a tax credit can be made available upwards to 100% of the donor’s 
income in the year of his or her death and potentially in the following year (Community Founda-
WLRQV�RI�&DQDGD���������,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��GRQRUV�KDYH�TXDOL¿HG�WD[DEOH�LQFRPH�LQ�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU�
DQG�WKH�\HDU�RI�WKHLU�GHDWK��7KXV��EHTXHVWV�ZLOO�UHGXFH�WKH�WD[HV�IRU�WKRVH�WZR�\HDUV��%OXPEHUJ�
	�6ZDQHSRHO���������1RW�RQO\�FDQ�D�EHTXHVW�KDYH�VLJQL¿FDQW�LPSOLFDWLRQV�WR�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]D-
tions, but also to the donor’s loved ones.



Youth Engagement
5HVLGHQWV�DJHG����WR����FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKH�ORZHVW�PRQHWDU\�YDOXHV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�FKDULWLHV��,Q�
WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ������RI�WKLV�SRSXODWLRQ�ZDV�OLNHO\�WR�PDNH�D�¿QDQFLDO�GRQDWLRQ��FRPSDUHG�
WR�WKH�����RI�WKRVH�DJHG����DQG�ROGHU��,Q�WKH�VDPH�VWXG\��WKH����WR����DJHG�SRSXODWLRQ�
were most likely to volunteer (65%) and those 65 and older were least likely to volunteer 
�������+RZHYHU��ZKHQ�DYHUDJH�KRXUV�RI�YROXQWHHULQJ�DUH�FRPSDUHG��WKH�\RXQJHU�SRSXODWLRQ�
contributed the least amount of hours annually whereas the older population gave their time 
the most (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010). It is important for a community’s health that the 
youth participate in different charitable giving and volunteering initiatives. This population 
is the future for communities and community development and it is important for them to 
realize the impact that they can and will have towards the prosperity of their region (Keefe 
	�6LGH��������

Solicitation
Unique to NL, solicitation has a substantial impact on whether or not Newfoundlanders and 
Labradorians partake in charitable giving. In all of Canada, residents in NL had the highest 
UHVSRQVH�UDWH�WR�GRRU�WR�GRRU�FDQYDVVLQJ��������VSRQVRULQJ�VRPHRQH��������LQLWLDWLYHV�DW�
ZRUN��������RU�WKURXJK�D�WHOHYLVLRQ�RU�UDGLR�UHTXHVW��������1/�ZDV�DOVR�WLHG�LQ�ODVW�ZLWK�
residents making a donation under their own will (6%) (Turcotte, 2012). It is clear that if 
Newfoundlanders and Labradorians become more aware of the different philanthropy oppor-
tunities, they are much more likely to partake in charitable giving. Organizations seeking to 
retrieve donations from residents in NL should engage in more public awareness promotion 
in an effort to make their cause more known. Furthermore, taking information from statistics 
such as door-to-door canvassing, it appears that if a charity or organization asks Newfound-
landers and Labradorians to make a donation, more than half the time they will partake in 
FKDULWDEOH�JLYLQJ��7KXV��KDYLQJ�DQ�LQFUHDVH�RI�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�LQLWLDWLYH�RI�QRQSUR¿W�
organizations and their motives are likely to increase philanthropy in NL.

Identity in Newfoundland and Labrador
In 2010, residents in NL were the most likely to make a charitable donation to a charity or 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��������2QH�RI�WKH�WRS�UHDVRQV�SHRSOH�GRQDWHG�LV�WKHLU�GHVLUH�WR�PDNH�WKHLU�
community better (83%) (Clarke, Lasby, & Vodarek, 2010). A longstanding culture in NL 
is Newfoundlanders and their attachment to what they recognize as “home.” Even after 
out-migrating to different provinces or even countries, there is a tendency to be a personal 
attachment and a sense of belonging between a person and where he was born in Newfound-
ODQG��+DQVHQ���������7KLV�FDQ�EHQH¿W�WKH�SKLODQWKURS\�VHFWRU�LQ�1/��%HFDXVH�RI�D�SHUVRQ¶V�
DWWDFKPHQW�WR�ZKHUH�KH�RU�VKH�LV�IURP��WKH\�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�PRUH�LQFOLQHG�WR�GRQDWH�¿QDQFLDOO\�
or through endowments back into their home community (Gibson, 2012). As this is becoming 
more and more prominent, community foundations and other charities should begin to make 
SURYLVLRQV�RQ�KRZ�D�SHUVRQ�FDQ�HI¿FLHQWO\�GRQDWH�EDFN�LQWR�KLV�RU�KHU�KRPHWRZQ�
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Glossary
Atlantic Region

$�UHJLRQ�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�WKH�IRXU�$WODQWLF�SURYLQFHV��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��1HZIRXQGODQG�DQG�
Labrador, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island.

Canada Revenue Agency (CRA)

Federal agency in Canada responsible for taxation and the registration of charities. 

Charitable organization 
$Q\�FKDULW\�RU�QRQ�SUR¿W�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�LV�DSSURYHG�E\�WKH�&5$�

Endowment funds

)LQDQFLDO�JLYLQJ�WR�D�UHJLVWHUHG�FKDULW\��ZKHUHE\�WKH�FKDULW\�GRHV�QRW�VSHQG�WKH�¿QDQFHV�
that are donated, but utilizes the continued growth and interest that results from the 
initial donations.

Gifts of cash

Financial charitable giving which can include grants, corporate donations, foundation 
grants and religious tithing.

Gifts of kind 
Charitable giving through tangible objects that are recognized to have a certain value.

Human Sponsorship 
Includes sponsoring an immigrant into Canada or sponsoring a child or community outside 
of Canada.

International Causes 
Includes organizations that work in areas of international development and relief.

Mean 
The average of the values in a set of data.
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Introduction 
Philanthropy has become an increasingly important mechanism for addressing community and 

regional priorities and opportunities throughout Canada. The philanthropic movement in Canada 

is robust and dynamic. Over 2,900 active charities operate throughout Canada, resulting in 

over one billion delivered in grants in 2006 (Plewes, 2006). As communities and regions in 

Atlantic Canada look towards the future, they would be remiss to not discuss philanthropy. This 

SDSHU�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�WKDW�GLVFXVVLRQ�E\�UHYLHZLQJ�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�VWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�
foundations in Atlantic Canada. 

&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV��DV�RQH�W\SH�RI�UHJLVWHUHG�FKDULW\��DUH�GH¿QHG�DV�³DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
established to manage a community endowment fund, the income from which is distributed 

to registered charities within a community” (Canada Revenue Agency, 2013b). Further infor-

mation on community foundations can be located at Community Foundations of Canada’s 

website – www.cfc-fcc.ca. 

6SHFL¿FDOO\��WKLV�SDSHU�H[DPLQHV�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��WKHLU�
UHYHQXHV��DQG�WKHLU�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�RYHU�DQ�QLQH�\HDU�SHULRG�IURP������������+LJKOLJKWV�
RI�WKLV�DQDO\VLV�IRU�WKH�$WODQWLF�UHJLRQ�DUH�SUHVHQWHG��7KH�DGGHQGXP�FRQWDLQV�¿QDQFLDO�LQIRU-
PDWLRQ�RQ�HDFK�RI�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��(DFK�RI�WKH�¿JXUHV�LQ�
the addendum have a consistent scale to facilitate visual comparisons. 

7KLV�ZRUNLQJ�SDSHU�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�DV�D�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�DSSOLHG�UHVHDUFK�LQLWLDWLYH�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�
role of philanthropy in regional development in Newfoundland and Labrador. Further informa-

tion on this initiative can be located at http://philanthropy.ruralresilience.ca. 





Where Information 
Came From

7KLV�SDSHU�XWLOL]HV�SXEOLFDOO\�DYDLODEOH�LQIRUPD-
tion from the Canada Revenue Agency Charities 

Directorate. All registered charities in Canada, 

including community foundations, are required 

to annually submit the Registered Charity 

Information Return (T3010 form). The T3010 

form provides information on the charity’s 

board of directors, contact information, areas 

RI�SURJUDPPLQJ��DQG�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV��'DWD�
RQ�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV�LV�WKH�SULPDU\�IRFXV�RI�WKLV�
SDSHU��,Q�SDUWLFXODUO\��WKLV�UHSRUW�H[DPLQHG�
WRWDO�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV��WRWDO�UHYHQXH��DQG�WRWDO�
JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�
 

(DFK�RI�WKH�FRQFHSWV�DUH�GH¿QHG�EHORZ�EDVHG�
on information from Canada Revenue Agency.

7RWDO�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV
7KH�WRWDO�YDOXH��LQ�D�VLQJOH�¿VFDO�\HDU��RI��FDVK��
bank accounts, short-term investments; amounts 

receivable from non-arm’s length parties; 

amounts receivable from all other; invest-

ments in non-arm’s length parties; long-term 

investments; inventories; land and buildings 

in Canada, other capital assets in and outside 

&DQDGD��DQG�DFFXPXODWHG�DPRUWL]DWLRQ�RI�FDSLWDO�
assets (Canada Revenue Agency, 2013b).

7RWDO�UHYHQXH
7KH�WRWDO�YDOXH��LQ�D�VLQJOH�¿VFDO�\HDU��RI��JLIWV�
IRU�ZKLFK�WKH�FKDULW\�LVVXHG�WD[�UHFHLSWV��JLIWV�
from other registered charities; amounts from 

governments (federal, provincial, municipal/

regional); amounts from sources outside 

Canada; amounts from interest and invest-

ment received; net proceeds of assets; gross 

LQFRPH�IURP�EXLOGLQJ�ODQG�UHQWDO��QRQ�WD[�
receipted revenues (memberships, dues, 

DVVRFLDWLRQ�IHHV���QRQ�WD[�UHFHLSWHG�UHYHQXHV�
from fundraising; and revenue from sale of 

goods and services (Canada Revenue Agency, 

2013b).

7RWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHH�
$�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHH�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�
FDQ�LVVXH�RI¿FLDO�GRQDWLRQ�UHFHLSWV�IRU�JLIWV�
it receives from individuals and corpora-

tions. It can also receive gifts from regis-

WHUHG�FKDULWLHV��$�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHH�FDQ�EH��
a registered charity; a registered Canadian 

amateur athletic association; a listed housing 

corporation resident in Canada constituted 

H[FOXVLYHO\�WR�SURYLGH�ORZ�FRVW�KRXVLQJ�IRU�
the aged; a listed Canadian municipality; a 

listed municipal or public body performing a 

function of government in Canada; a listed 

university outside Canada that is prescribed 

to be a university, the student body of which 

ordinarily includes students from Canada; a 

OLVWHG�FKDULWDEOH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RXWVLGH�&DQDGD�
WR�ZKLFK�+HU�0DMHVW\�LQ�ULJKW�RI�&DQDGD�KDV�
PDGH�D�JLIW��+HU�0DMHVW\�LQ�ULJKW�RI�&DQDGD�
or a province; and the United Nations and its 

agencies (Canada Revenue Agency, 2013b).



7KH�SURMHFW�FROOHFWHG�DOO�DYDLODEOH�¿QDQFLDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�
Atlantic Canada over a nine-year period, 2003-2011. At the time of data collection, information 

for 2012 was not available on the CRA website. Information from the Canada Revenue Agency 

was transferred to a series of spreadsheets for analysis. The information presented on the Canada 

Revenue Agency’s website did not contain responses to all questions. Table 1 outlines the avail-

DELOLW\�IRU�HDFK�RI�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�E\�\HDU��7KH�DEVHQFH�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�IRU�VSHFL¿F�
community foundations is noted throughout this paper. 

Table 1. Canada Revenue Agency Available Data for Atlantic Community Foundations, 2003-2011
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Carleton North Community Foundation  ‡� ‡� ‡� ‡� ‡� ‡� � � �
Community Foundation of Newfoundland 
and Labrador ‡ ‡    � � � �
Community Foundation of Nova Scotia 
Society � � � � * � � � �
Community Foundation of Prince Edward 
Island Inc. *� *� *� *� *� *� *� *� *�
Fredericton Community Foundation   � � � � � � � �
Fundy Community Foundation  � � � � � � � � �
Rural Communities Foundation of Nova 
Scotia  � � � � *  *   

Sussex Area Community Foundation 
Incorporated  

‡ * � � � *  *  

The Greater Saint John Community 
Foundation  � � � � � � � � �
Fondation communautaire de la 
Péninsule acadienne Inc. � � � � � � � � �

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a) 

* At least one value related to total revenue, total assets, and/or gifts to qualified donees is 
not reported on the Canada Revenue Agency’s website. 

‡ The community foundation was not in established in this year.  

 = complete information �



Highlights of the 
Community Foundations 
in Atlantic Canada
7KLV�VHFWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DQ�DQDO\VLV�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV��DQQXDO�UHYHQXHV��DQG�DQQXDO�JLIWV�WR�
TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�IRU�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��,QIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�VSHFL¿F�
community foundations can be located in the Addendum. 

Establishment of Community Foundations
$WODQWLF�&DQDGD�LV�KRPH�WR�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��7KH�¿UVW�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�
in the Atlantic region was the Fredericton Community Foundation in 1967. Other than the Freder-

icton Community Foundation and The Greater Saint John Community Foundation, all community 

foundations in the Atlantic region were established in the 1990s and 2000s (see Table 2). 

 Year Established 

Fredericton Community Foundation 1967 

The Greater Saint John Community Foundation 1977 

Fundy Community Foundation 1993 

Community Foundation of Prince Edward Island 
Inc. 

1994 

Community Foundation of Nova Scotia Society 1998 

Community Foundation of Newfoundland and 
Labrador 

2002 

Rural Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia 2002 

Fondation communautaire de la Péninsule 
acadienne Inc. 

2002 

Sussex Area Community Foundation Incorporated 2004 

Carleton North Community Foundation  2009 

�

Table 2. Year Community Foundations Established in Atlantic Canada



$OPRVW�DOO�DUHDV�RI�WKH�IRXU�$WODQWLF�SURYLQFHV�DUH�FRYHUHG�E\�WKH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\�
foundation (see Figure 1). Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island 

each have a province wide community foundation. There are currently four community founda-

tions in New Brunswick, representing a substantial portion of the provincial population. 

�

)LJXUH����0DS�RI�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��E\�$GPLQLVWUDWLRQ�2I¿FH�/RFDWLRQ



The total assets of Atlantic Canada’s ten community foundations was $32,732,545 in 2011 (see 

Figure 2). Since 2003, there has been a pattern of increases to the value of total assets in Atlantic 

&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��7KH�RQO\�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�ZDV�UHFRUGHG�LQ�������
which corresponds to the global recession discussed further below. 

Total Assets

Figure 2

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



The recent global economic recession is clearly evident in Figure 2. Similar to jurisdictions across 

Canada and internationally (Charities Aid Foundation, 2009; Community Foundations of Canada, 

2010), community foundations in Atlantic Canada saw their total assets decrease in 2008. Nine 

of ten community foundations reporting total values in 2008 illustrated a decrease in the value of 

total assets. For most community foundations (7 of 9), the value of their total assets rebounded 

in 2009. By 2011, all community foundations witnessed a rebound to their total assets.

Over a nine-year period, from 2003-2011, the increase in the total assets of community founda-

tions in the Atlantic region was 64%. The total assets by each community foundation for 2011 

are listed in Table 3, Further details on the value of total assets by each community foundation 

can be found in the Addendum. 

 Total Assets, 
2011 

Carleton North Community Foundation  $2,128,309 

Community Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador $723,843 
 

Community Foundation of Nova Scotia Society $996,707 
Community Foundation of Prince Edward Island Inc. $4,128,961 
Fondation communautaire de la Péninsule acadienne 
Inc. $1,434,466 

Fredericton Community Foundation $9,491,954 
Fundy Community Foundation $3,428,156 
Rural Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia $401,780 
Sussex Area Community Foundation Incorporated $1,404,568 
The Greater Saint John Community Foundation $8,593,710 

�
Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Table 3. Total Assets by Community Foundation, 2011



7KH�HFRQRPLF�UHFHVVLRQ�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�KDG�D�VXEVWDQWLDO�LQÀXHQFH�RQ�WKH�WRWDO�
UHYHQXHV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��5HYHQXHV�LQ������ZHUH�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�ORZHU�WKDQ�
SUHYLRXV�\HDUV��LQ�IDFW��IRXU�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHDOL]HG�QHJDWLYH�WRWDO�UHYHQXHV�
(Community Foundation of Prince Edward Island, Fundy Community Foundation, Rural 

Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia, and The Greater Saint John Community 

Foundation). By 2011, the total revenues of the Atlantic community foundations were 

back to pre-recession values witnessed in 2005-2006. 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Figure 3. Total Revenue of Community Foundations in the Atlantic Region, 2003-2011

The total revenue collected by community foundations in the Atlantic region has varied 

over the period of 2003-2011 (see Figure 3). In 2011, the total revenue of the Atlantic 

community foundations was $5,610,376. 

Total Revenue







Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

&RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�UHJLRQ�KDYH�PDGH�VXEVWDQWLDO�¿QDQFLDO�FRQWULEXWLRQV�WR�
their respective communities and regions. Community foundations have funded a wide array of 

initiatives, such as education, food/clothing banks, and children/youth services and housing. 

,Q�������QHDUO\������������ZHUH�SURYLGHG�E\�WKH�$WODQWLF�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�WR�WKHLU�
respective communities/regions. Since 2003, these ten community foundations have returned 

$6,600,106 to their communities/regions (see Figure 4). 

Figure 4. 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

1RW�VXUSULVLQJO\��WKH�HFRQRPLF�UHFHVVLRQ�RI������KDV�LQÀXHQFHG�WKH�YDOXH�RI�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL-
¿HG�GRQHHV��6LPLODU�WR�WKH�SDWWHUQ�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�WRWDO�UHYHQXHV��WKH�YDOXH�RI�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�
TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�LQ������KDG�UHERXQGHG��



7KH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWLRQ�SURYLGHV�DQ�RYHUYLHZ�RI�WKH�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV��DQQXDO�UHYHQXHV��DQG�DQQXDO�
JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�RI�HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��$OO�LQIRU-
PDWLRQ�ZLWKLQ�WKHVH�SUR¿OHV�KDV�EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�IURP�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�$JHQF\¶V�&KDULWLHV�
Directorate. 

7KH�WDEOHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�KDYH�D�FRQVLVWHQW�UDQJH�RQ�WKH�\�D[LV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�FRPSDUL-
sons between community foundations. In instances were data was unavailable from the Canada 

5HYHQXH�$JHQF\�ZHEVLWH�LW�KDV�EHHQ�QRWHG��7KH�ODFN�RI�VSHFL¿F�GDWD�QRWHG�LQ�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�GRHV�
not imply community foundations did not submit the information to the Canada Revenue Agency. 

Rather, it implies the information was not available the Canada Revenue Agency website at the 

time the data was collected for this paper. 

Addendum 
Assets, Revenues, and 
Gifts by Community 
Foundation





The Carleton North Community Foundation was established is 2009. The Foundation’s adminis-

WUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�)ORUHQFHYLOOH��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�&DUOHWRQ�1RUWK�&RPPXQLW\�
Foundation can be found at http://cncfdn.ca. 

6LQFH�WKH�&DUOHWRQ�1RUWK�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�������QR�¿QDQFLDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�
SUHVHQWHG�IURP������������1R�LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHJDUGLQJ�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�ZDV�DYDLO-
able for the Carleton North Community Foundation from 2009-2011.

Total Assets

Carleton North 
Community Foundation 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



The Community Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador was established is 2002. The Founda-

WLRQ¶V�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�6W�-RKQ¶V��1HZIRXQGODQG�DQG�/DEUDGRU��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�
Community Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador can be found at http://www.cfnl.ca. 

Total Assets

Community Foundation 
of Newfoundland 
and Labrador 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

In 2003, the Community Foundation of Newfoundland and Labrador had total assets of $1,967. 

There was no value for total assets on Canada Revenue Agency website for 2004.



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



7KH�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�1RYD�6FRWLD�6RFLHW\�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LV�������7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�+DOLID[��1RYD�6FRWLD��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�RI�
Nova Scotia Society can be found at http://www.cfns.ca. 

Total Assets

Community Foundation 
of Nova Scotia Society

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

In 2004 no value for total assets was recorded on the Canada Revenue Agency website. 



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

,Q�������QR�YDOXH�IRU�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�ZDV�UHJLVWHUHG�RQ�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�
Agency.



The Community Foundation of Prince Edward Island was established is 1994. The Foundation’s 

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�&KDUORWWHWRZQ��3ULQFH�(GZDUG�,VODQG��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�&RPPXQLW\�
Foundation of Prince Edward Island can be found at http://www.cfpei.ca. 

Total Assets

Community Foundation 
of Prince Edward Island

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

1R�YDOXHV�IRU�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�ZHUH�UHJLVWHUHG�RQ�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�$JHQF\�
from 2003-2011. 



The Fondation communautaire de la péninsule acadienne was established is 2002. The Founda-

WLRQ¶V�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�3DTXHWYLOOH��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�)RQGDWLRQ�
communautaire de la péninsule acadienne can be found at http://www.fondationcompa.com. 

Total Assets

Fondation 
communautaire de la 
péninsule acadienne 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



The Fredericton Community Foundation was established is 1967. The Foundation’s administrative 

RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�)UHGHULFWRQ��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�)UHGHULFWRQ�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�
can be found at http://www.fredfdn.ca. 

Total Assets

Fredricton Community 
Foundation

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



The Fundy Community Foundation was established is 1993. The Foundation’s administrative 

RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�6W�$QGUHZV��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�)XQG\�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�FDQ�
be found at http://www.fcf.nb.ca. 

Total Assets

Fundy Community 
Foundation

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



The Rural Communities Foundation of Nova Scotia was established is 2002. The Foundation’s 

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�7UXUR��1RYD�6FRWLD��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�5XUDO�&RPPXQLWLHV�)RXQGD-
tion of Nova Scotia can be found at http://www.ruralcommnitiesfdn.ca. 

Total Assets

Rural Communities 
Foundation of 
Nova Scotia

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

In 2004 no value for total assets was recorded on the Canada Revenue Agency website. 



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

,Q�������QR�YDOXH�IRU�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�ZDV�UHJLVWHUHG�RQ�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�
Agency.

�



7KH�6XVVH[�$UHD�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LV�������7KH�)RXQGDWLRQ¶V�DGPLQLVWUD-
WLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�6XVVH[��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�WKH�6XVVH[�$UHD�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGD-
tion can be found at KWWS���ZZZ�VDF¿�RUJ. 

6LQFH�WKH�6XVVH[�$UHD�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�IRUPHG�LQ�������QR�¿QDQFLDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�
presented for 2003. 

Total Assets

Sussex Area Community 
Foundation 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

No values for total assets were registered on the Canada Revenue Agency website for 2004, 

������DQG������



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

,Q������DQG������QR�YDOXHV�IRU�WRWDO�JLIWV�WR�TXDOL¿HG�GRQHHV�RQ�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�$JHQF\�
website.

In 2004 and 2010 no values for total revenue were registered on the Canada Revenue Agency 

website.



The Greater Saint John Community Foundation was established is 1977. The Foundation’s 

DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RI¿FH�LV�EDVHG�LQ�6DLQW�-RKQ��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��'HWDLOV�RQ�7KH�*UHDWHU�6DLQW�-RKQ�
Community Foundation can be found at KWWS���ZZZ�VDLQW�MRKQ�IRXQGDWLRQ�QE�FD. 

Total Assets

The Greater Saint John 
Community Foundation 

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)



Total Revenue

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)

Total Gifts to Qualified Donees

Source: Canada Revenue Agency (2013a)
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Introduction 
The community foundation movement is not new to Canadian citizens, especially those residing 
LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ��7KH�¿UVW�$WODQWLF�&DQDGLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ��)UHGHULFWRQ�&RPPX-
QLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������6LQFH�WKHQ��QLQH�DGGLWLRQDO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
KDYH�EHHQ�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�3URYLQFHV��ZLWK�WKH�PRVW�UHFHQW�EHLQJ�&DUOHWRQ�1RUWK�
&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ�EDVHG�LQ�)ORUHQFHYLOOH��1HZ�%UXQVZLFN��

&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV��DV�RQH�W\SH�RI�UHJLVWHUHG�FKDULW\��DUH�GH¿QHG�DV�³DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
HVWDEOLVKHG�WR�PDQDJH�D�FRPPXQLW\�HQGRZPHQW�IXQG��WKH�LQFRPH�IURP�ZKLFK�LV�GLVWULEXWHG�
WR�UHJLVWHUHG�FKDULWLHV�ZLWKLQ�D�FRPPXQLW\´��&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�$JHQF\���������)XUWKHU�LQIRU-
PDWLRQ�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�FDQ�EH�ORFDWHG�DW�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV�RI�&DQDGD¶V�
ZHEVLWH�±�www.cfc-fcc.ca.

Every community foundation unique; each with unique capacities. Each community foundation 
consists of a group of dedicated volunteers committed to collective action for their commu-
QLWLHV�UHJLRQ���HQGRZPHQW�EXLOGLQJ�LQLWLDWLYHV��VKRUW�WHUP�DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�JRDOV��DV�ZHOO�DV�
FKDOOHQJHV��'XULQJ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������D�VXUYH\�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�WR�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
in the Atlantic Region in an effort to determine the similarities and differences among the 
community foundations. This report provides an analysis of the community foundation survey 
DQG�VXPPDUL]HV�NH\�¿QGLQJV�WKDW�ZHUH�PDGH�H[SOLFLW�WKURXJK�WKLV�SURFHVV�

7KLV�UHSRUW�ZDV�SUHSDUHG�DV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�DSSOLHG�UHVHDUFK�LQLWLDWLYH�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�UROH�RI�
SKLODQWKURS\�LQ�UHJLRQDO�GHYHORSPHQW�LQ�1HZIRXQGODQG�DQG�/DEUDGRU��)XUWKHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�
WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH�FDQ�EH�ORFDWHG�DW�http://philanthropy.ruralresillience.ca.





Method of Data 
Collection 
7KLV�UHSRUW�LV�EDVHG�RQ�GDWD�FROOHFWHG�GLUHFWO\�IURP�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�WKURXJK�DQ�RQOLQH�
VXUYH\��7KH�VXUYH\�ZDV�DGPLQLVWHUHG�IURP�0D\�±�6HSWHPEHU�������7KH�VXUYH\�FRQVLVWHG�RI�
DSSUR[LPDWHO\�¿IW\�TXHVWLRQV�UHODWHG�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�SUDFWLFHV��
ERDUG�PHPEHUV��IXQGLQJ�SULRULWLHV��DQG�JUDQWLQJ�SUDFWLFHV��2I�WKH����VXUYH\V�WKDW�ZHUH�
GLVWULEXWHG�ZLWKLQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ��DOO����FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG��7KH������
response rate allows for a comprehensive analysis of the community foundation movement 
in Atlantic Canada.

$OO�WDEOHV�LQ�WKH�UHSRUW�DUH�SUHVHQWHG�DV�D�SHUFHQW�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�IURP�DOO����
community foundations unless otherwise stated. 



�

$Q�LQWURGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�RQOLQH�VXUYH\�ZDV�GLVWULEXWHG�WR�HDFK�RI�WKH�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�
SXEOLFDOO\�DYDLODEOH�FRQWDFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ��7KLV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�UHWULHYHG�IURP�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�
ZHEVLWHV�DQG�DQQXDO�UHSRUWV��$OWKRXJK�DOO�WHQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG��WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�
and their position within their respective foundation varied. The majority of survey respondents 
���RI�����ZHUH�VWDII�PHPEHUV�IURP�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��ZLWK�DQ�H[FHSWLRQ�LQ�
RQH�FDVH�ZKHUH�WKH�VXUYH\�ZDV�DQVZHUHG�E\�D�ERDUG�PHPEHU��(LJKW\�SHUFHQW�RI�VXUYH\�UHVSRQG-
HQWV�ZHUH�IHPDOH�ZKLOH�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�����ZHUH�PDOH�

Profile of Responding 
Community Foundations

0DS�RI�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD��EDVHG�RQ�$GPLQLVWUDWLYH�2I¿FH�/RFDWLRQ



Survey Results

Composition of Board Directors
7KH�QXPEHU�RI�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�YDULHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��7KHVH�QXPEHUV�UDQJHG�
IURP�QLQH�WR�¿IWHHQ�PHPEHUV��ZLWK�WKH�DYHUDJH�RI�����7KLUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��
DV�QRWHG�LQ�)LJXUH����VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�WKH\�FXUUHQWO\�KDYH�D�OHDVW�RQH�YDFDQW�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKHLU�ERDUG��

7KH�JHQGHU�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�DOVR�YDULHG�DPRQJ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��,Q�
JHQHUDO��IHPDOHV�VLWWLQJ�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�ERDUGV�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ�UHSUHVHQWHG�����
�WRWDO�RI����IHPDOH�ERDUG�PHPEHU���FRPSDUHG�WR�WKH�����IRU�PDOHV��WRWDO�RI����PDOH�ERDUG�
PHPEHUV���6HYHQW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�ERDUGV�KDG�D�PDMRULW\�RI�PDOHV�ZKLOH�����
RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�FRQVLVWHG�RI�IHPDOH�GRPLQDWHG�ERDUGV��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�KDG�
��PDOHV�DQG���IHPDOHV�RQ�LWV�ERDUG�

,QGLYLGXDOV�EHWZHHQ�WKH�DJHV�RI�������ZHUH�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�DJH�FRPSRVLWLRQ�RI�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�
�����RI�DOO�ERDUG�PHPEHUV���2QO\����RI�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD�DUH�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�
RI����DQG�����RI�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�DJHG����DQG�RYHU��

Figure 1. Percentage of community foundations with vacancies on their board.



Board Member Selection and Mandate

%RDUG�PHPEHUV�RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�VHOHFWHG�LQ�WZR�GLVWLQFW�ZD\V��D�
nominating committee or a process of appointment. The nominating committee method is where a 
VHOHFW�JURXS�RI�FXUUHQW�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�QRPLQDWH�LQGLYLGXDO�V��LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�DUH�EHOLHYHG�
WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ��6HYHQW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
tions in Atlantic Canada utilize a nominating committee. The appointed method is where current 
ERDUG�PHPEHUV�VLPSO\�GHFLGH�DPRQJVW�WKHPVHOYHV�ZKLFK�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�SUHIHUDEOH�WR�VLW�RQ�WKH�
ERDUG�GXULQJ�WKH�QH[W�WHUP��ZKLFK�LV�IROORZHG�E\�UHDFKLQJ�RXW�WR�WKHVH�SHRSOH��7KH�UHPDLQLQJ�
FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�XWLOL]H�D�VHULHV�RI�DSSRLQWPHQWV�RI�D�FRPELQDWLRQ�RI�QRPLQDWLQJ�FRPPLWWHH�
DQG�DSSRLQWPHQWV�IRU�VHOHFWLQJ�ERDUG�PHPEHUV��

:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�WKH�*UHDWHU�6DLQW�-RKQ�&RPPXQLW\�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZKLFK�SURYLGHV�IRXU�\HDU�
WHUPV�IRU�WKHLU�PHPEHUV��DOO�RWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�ERDUGV�SURYLGH�WKUHH�\HDU�WHUPV��$V�
VKRZQ�WKURXJK�)LJXUH��������RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DOORZ�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�WR�VLW�IRU�WZR�
FRQVHFXWLYH�WHUPV��ZKHUHDV�����RI�IRXQGDWLRQV�SHUPLW�D�WKUHH�FRQVHFXWLYH�WHUPV�

Figure 2. Number of terms allowed by sitting board members.



7KH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�ERDUG�PHHWLQJV�GLIIHUV�EHWZHHQ�HDFK�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ��)LJXUH���H[SODLQV�
KRZ�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�PHHW�RQFH�D�PRQWK��ZKHUHDV�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
WLRQV�PHHW�HYHU\�VHFRQG�PRQWK��DQG�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�PHHW�EHWZHHQ���WR���WLPHV�
each year.

Meetings

Figure 3. Frequency of board meetings.



(YHU\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�5HJLRQ�VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�WKH\�KRVW�DQ�$QQXDO�*HQHUDO�
0HHWLQJV��$*0���+RZHYHU��DV�)LJXUH���SRLQWV�RXW��RQO\�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQYLWH�
WKH�SXEOLF�WR�WKHLU�\HDUO\�UHYLHZ�

Figure 4. Percentage of community foundations that invite public residents to the AGM.



7KH�RQOLQH�VXUYH\�DVNHG�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�WR�VHOI�DVVHVV�WKHLU�FDSDFLW\�LQ���FDWHJR-
ULHV�RQ�D�WKUHH�SRLQW�VFDOH��UDQJLQJ�IURP�DGHTXDWH�WR�QHHGV�LPSURYHPHQW��%DVHG�RQ�WKLV�
assessment there were several themes present. Eighty percent of community foundations 
QRWHG�WKDW�WKHLU�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�FRQWULEXWH�DQ�DGHTXDWH�MRE�LQ�WHUPV�LQ�µJUDQW�PDNLQJ¶�DQG�
µLQYHVWPHQW�DQG�DVVHW�PDQDJHPHQW¶��$�����DGHTXDWH�UDWLQJ�ZDV�IROORZHG�DFURVV�WKH�UHJLRQ�
LQ�WHUPV�RI�µERDUG�PHPEHU�UROHV�DQG�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV¶��3RWHQWLDO�DUHDV�RI�JURZWK�LQFOXGH�
µVWUDWHJLF�SODQQLQJ¶�DQG�µE\�ODZV¶��ZKHUH�����DQG�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�
they needed improvement in those areas, respectively.

$OO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�VRPH�DVSHFW�RI�VWUDWHJLF�
SODQQLQJ��$V�)LJXUH���GLVSOD\V������RI�IRXQGDWLRQV�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH\�PDNH�ERWK�VKRUW�WHUP�
DQG�ORQJ�WHUP�JRDOV��ZKHUH�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�RQO\�PDNH�VKRUW�WHUP�JRDOV�
and the remaining foundation engaged in long-term goals only. 

Board Capacities 

Figure 5. Types of strategic planning community foundations are engaged in.



$OWKRXJK�HDFK�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�FUHDWHV�VSHFL¿F�VWUDWHJLF�SODQV��)LJXUH���QRWHV�
RQO\�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�QRWHG�WKH\�IROORZ�WKHLU�VWUDWHJLF�SODQV�FORVHO\�
DQG�����IROORZ�WKHP�PRGHUDWHO\�FORVH��7KH�PRVW�SRSXODU�W\SHV�RI�SODQV�QRWHG�E\�
community foundations include strategic fund development and investment and asset 
PDQDJHPHQW�ZLWK�D�VLJQL¿FDQWO\�ORZHU�IRFXV�RQ�VWDI¿QJ�DQG�ERDUG�PHPEHU�VXFFHV-
VLRQ��7KH�W\SHV�RI�SODQV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKURXJK�
)LJXUH���

Figured 6. How close the strategic plans are followed.

Figure 7. Purpose of strategic plans.





Human Resources

Community foundations within the Atlantic Region contracted a variety of professional services 
LQ�������:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�RQH��DOO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KLUHG�DQ�DXGLWRU�WR�GR�ZRUN�IRU�
WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ��2QO\�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KLUHG�D�FRPPXQLW\�GHYHORS-
PHQW�SUDFWLWLRQHU�WR�DLG�LQ�WKH�GLUHFWLRQ�RI�JUDQW�PDNLQJ�DQG�KRZ�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�GLVWULEXWHG��
2WKHU�VHUYLFHV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KLUHG�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKURXJK�)LJXUH���

7KHUH�LV�D�QXPEHU�RI�GLIIHUHQW�VWDII�SRVLWLRQV�$WODQWLF�&DQDGLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�HPSOR\�
LQ�WKHLU�RI¿FHV��,Q�WRWDO��WKHUH�ZHUH����SHRSOH�HPSOR\HG�E\�WKHVH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�ODVW�
\HDU��7KLV�LQFOXGHV���IXOO�WLPH�VWDII�PHPEHUV����SDUW�WLPH�VWDII�PHPEHUV��DQG���FDVXDO�VWDII�
PHPEHUV��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�GR�QRW�HPSOR\�DQ\�IXOO�WLPH�
VWDII�PHPEHUV�\HDU�URXQG�

Figure 8. Professional contract services hired by Atlantic Canadian community foundations.



7KHUH�ZHUH�GLIIHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�YROXQWHHUV�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
DV�ZHOO��)RUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�GLG�QRW�UHSRUW�HQJDJLQJ�YROXQWHHUV�RQ�WKHLU�
VXUYH\�UHVSRQVH��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�EHQH¿WWHG�IURP�WKH�KHOS�RI�OHVV�WKDQ����YROXQWHHUV��
����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�KHOS�IURP�������YROXQWHHUV��DQG�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�VXSSRUW�IURP����YROXQWHHUV�LQ������

7KHUH�LV�D�JUHDW�GHDO�RI�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�PDLQWDLQLQJ�D�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQ��$V�)LJXUH���H[SODLQV��LQGLYLGXDOV�WKDW�FRPSOHWH�WKHVH�WDVNV�KDYH�GLIIHUHQW�UROHV�
within the community foundation. Eighty percent of community foundations rely on the staff 
WKH\�KDYH�HPSOR\HG�WR�SHUIRUP�WKH�QHFHVVDU\�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQ�UHFHLYHV�KHOS�IURP�LW¶V�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�WR�IXO¿OO�WKHVH�WDVNV��DQG�DQRWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�
foundation enlists the help of contract services to perform these duties.

Figure 9. Individuals who perform administrative activities for community foundations.





Financial Resources

7R�HQVXUH�JUDQWV�DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�HIIHFWLYHO\�DFURVV�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�UHJLRQV��FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
WLRQV�KDYH�GHYHORSHG�GLIIHUHQW�SURFHVVHV�RQ�KRZ�IXQGV�VKRXOG�EH�DGPLQLVWHUHG��:KLOH�FRPPX-
QLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�GLVWULEXWH�JUDQWV�LQ�PDQ\�GLIIHUHQW�FDSDFLWLHV������RI�WKHVH�IRXQGDWLRQV�KDYH�
DQ�LQYHVWPHQW�FRPPLWWHH�WKDW�PDNHV�WKHVH�GHFLVLRQV��)LIW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
DOVR�DOORZ�ERDUG�PHPEHUV�WR�KDYH�DQ�DFWLYH�UROH�LQ�WKLV�SURFHVV�DQG�����DOVR�KLUHG�D�¿QDQ-
FLDO�FRQVXOWDQW�IRU�DGYLFH��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�VWDII�DUH�DOVR�HQJDJHG�LQ�WKH�
GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�SURFHVV�DV�LGHQWL¿HG�LQ�)LJXUH����

Figure 10. Individuals that make decisions on community foundation grant making process.



7KHUH�DUH�FRQVLGHUDEOH�FRVWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�D�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ��:KLOH�
D�IHZ�RI�WKHVH�FRVWV�DUH�OLVWHG�XQGHU�)LJXUH�����HYHU\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�FRPPLWV�WR�VSHQG�
PRQH\�RQ�DGYHUWLVLQJ�DQG�SURPRWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�RI¿FH�VXSSOLHV�DQG�H[SHQVHV��2WKHU�UHOHYDQW�
FRVWV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQFOXGH�OLFHQVHV��EDQN�FKDUJHV��SURIHVVLRQDO�
consulting fees, travel allowances, and occupancy costs.

&RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHSRUWHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�VRXUFHV�RI�VXSSRUW�WKDW�SURYLGH�LQ�NLQG�FRQWUL-
EXWLRQV�WR�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��6L[W\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KDYH�UHFHLYHG�LQ�
NLQG�VXSSRUW�LQ�������6RPH�VRXUFHV�RI�VXSSRUW�LQFOXGH�SULYDWH�IRXQGDWLRQV��SULYDWH�EXVLQHVVHV��
DQG�SURYLQFLDO�DQG�PXQLFLSDO�JRYHUQPHQWV��)LJXUH����OLVWV�WKH�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGLDQ�
community foundation each entity supports.

Figure 11. Costs associated with operating community foundations.

Figure 12. Entities that provide in-kind support to Atlantic Canadian community foundations.



Granting

'H¿QHG�JUDQWLQJ�SULRULWLHV�ZHUH�QRW�FRPPRQ�DPRQJ�WKH�$WODQWLF�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��$V�
)LJXUH����H[SODLQV��RQO\�����RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�JUDQWLQJ�
SULRULWLHV�WRZDUGV�FHUWDLQ�DUHDV��VXFK�DV�FRPPXQLW\�UHSRUWV��9LWDO�6LJQV���OHDGHUVKLS�SURJUDPV��
DQG�\RXWK�GHYHORSPHQW��7KH�PDMRULW\�������GRHV�QRW�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�FULWHULD�WRZDUGV�JUDQWLQJ��

Figure 13. Percentage of community foundations with granting priorities.



There are a variety of different categories that community foundations actively support. The 
FDWHJRULHV�SDUDOOHO�WKRVH�RI�WKH�&DQDGD�5HYHQXH�$JHQF\¶V�DQQXDO�VXEPLVVLRQ�IRUPV��7�������
The most common area of high support in the Atlantic Region is education and training, 
�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��IROORZHG�E\�KHDOWK�DQG�VRFLDO�VHUYLFHV������RI�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSHFWLYHO\���7KH�DUHDV�WKDW�UHFHLYH�WKH�OHDVW�DPRXQW�RI�VXSSRUW�DUH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
DLG�DQG�HQYLURQPHQWDO�VHUYLFHV��DV�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�WKH\�KDYH�ORZ�
JUDQWLQJ�SULRULWLHV�LQ�WKHVH�DUHDV��)LJXUH����GLVSOD\V�DOO�DUHDV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�
currently supporting.

Figure 14. Areas Atlantic Canadian community foundations are currently supporting.



&RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�HQFRXQWHU�D�QXPEHU�RI�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�GHOLYHULQJ�WKHLU�PDQGDWHV��6RPH�
RI�WKH�SUHGRPLQDQW�FKDOOHQJHV�LQFOXGH�GRQRU�UHODWLRQV��SROLF\�GHYHORSPHQW��ODFN�RI�KXPDQ�
UHVRXUFHV��DQG�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV��2WKHU�FKDOOHQJHV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�IDFHG�DUH�DOOXGHG�
WRR�LQ�)LJXUH����

Challenges Confronted by 

Community Foundations

Figure 15. Most challenging issues faced by community foundations.



7UDQVIHU�RI�ZHDOWK�KDV�EHFRPH�D�FULWLFDO�FRQFHSW�IRU�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�WKURXJKRXW�&DQDGD��
7KH�FRQFHSW�HQFRXUDJHV�SKLODQWKURSLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�H[DPLQH�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�¿QDQFLDO�DVVHWV�
WKDW�ZLOO�H[LW�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV�UHJLRQV�XSRQ�WKH�WUDQVIHUULQJ�RI�DVVHWV�EHWZHHQ�JHQHUDWLRQV��
With a proper understanding of the anticipated inter-generational transfer community founda-
WLRQV�FDQ�PDNH�DSSURSULDWH�SODQV�WR�FDSWXUH�D�SRUWLRQ�RI�WKLV�ZHDOWK�EHIRUH�H[LWV�WKHLU�FRPPX-
nity/region. 

The trend of aging populations across many rural communities in Atlantic Canada places a 
SULRULW\�RQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�FDSWXULQJ�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�ZHDOWK��:KHQ�DVNHG�LI�WKH\�DUH�RSWLPLVWLF�
DERXW�WKH�WUDQVIHU�RI�ZHDOWK�LQ�WKHLU�UHJLRQV������RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG�WKDW�
WKH\�ZHUH�RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�WUDQVIHU��7KH�RWKHU�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQGLFDWHG�
they were unsure if they could capitalize on this process.

Transfer of Wealth: Optimism or Doubt?



7KH�QXPEHU�RI�JLIWV�$WODQWLF�&DQDGLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�YDULHG�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�
WKUHH�\HDUV��7KH\�UDQJHG�IURP�]HUR�JLIWV�WR������VHH�)LJXUH������0RVW�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
UHFHLYHG�JLIWV�LQ�WZR�GLIIHUHQW�H[WUHPHV��HLWKHU�YHU\�ORZ��RU�YHU\�KLJK��7KH�QXPEHU�RI�JLIWV�D�
community foundation received is correlated with the value of the gifts they have received. The 
KLJKHU�QXPEHU�RI�JLIWV�D�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG��WKH�KLJKHU�YDOXH�RI�WKHVH�GRQDWLRQV�
����������DQG�RYHU�DW�WLPHV���6LPLODUO\��FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�RQO\�UHFHLYHG�PLQLPDO�
JLIWV�KDG�D�ORZHU�WRWDO�YDOXH�RI�JLIWV��,W�VKRXOG�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�RQO\�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
WLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�JLIWV�WKH\�UHFHLYHG�GXULQJ�WKLV�WLPHIUDPH�

Gifts

Figure 16. The number of gifts Atlantic Canadian community foundations received from 2010-2012.



)LJXUH����SRLQWV�RXW�WKHVH�JLIWV�FDPH�IURP�D�QXPEHU�RI�GLIIHUHQW�DUHDV��(DFK�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�LQGLYLGXDOV�ODVW�\HDU��ZKHUHDV�RQO\�����RI�WKHP�UHFHLYHG�
JLIWV�IURP�ORFDO�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�SULYDWH�IRXQGDWLRQV��7ZHQW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
UHFHLYHG�GRQDWLRQ�IURP�EHTXHVWV�DQG�RQH�IRXQGDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG�D�JLIW�IURP�WKH�SURYLQFLDO�JRYHUQ-
ment due to a court case.

Figure 17. Sources of gifts to community foundations.





)LJXUH����LOOXVWUDWHV�WKH�GLIIHUHQW�UHDVRQV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�HQJDJH�LQ�IXQGUDLVLQJ��,W�VKRXOG�
EH�QRWHG��FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�FRXOG�LGHQWLI\�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�SXUSRVH�IRU�IXQGUDLVLQJ�LQ�WKH�
online survey. Eighty percent of community foundations use fundraising as a way to support 
WKHLU�GD\�WR�GD\�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�HQGRZPHQWV��6L[W\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
WLRQV�DOVR�XVH�IXQGUDLVLQJ�DV�ÀRZ�WKURXJK�JUDQW�PDNLQJ��,W�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WR�QRWH�WKDW�RQO\�RQH�
community foundation uses fundraising to support the programs they offer.

Fundraising

Figure 18. Purpose of fundraising.



7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�ZD\V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�HQGRZPHQWV��6RPH�RI�WKHVH�
PHWKRGV�DUH�SUHVHQWO\�XVHG��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�XVHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�
ZD\V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQFUHDVH�WKHLU�HQGRZPHQWV�LV�WKURXJK�WDUJHWHG�FRQWDFWV��������
2WKHU�SULPDU\�PHWKRGV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�HQJDJH�LQ�WR�UDLVH�HQGRZPHQWV�LV�WKURXJK�
planned giving programs, fundraising dinners and galas, and targeting corporate sponsors. 
2WKHU�PHWKRGV�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�HQGRZPHQWV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKURXJK�)LJXUH����

Figure 19. Past and present methods used by community foundations to raise endowments.



There are numerous types of funds that are associated with community foundations. These funds 
are areas where donors can designate their gifts towards or create their own to gain further 
HQGRZPHQWV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��1LQHW\�SHUFHQW�RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�FRQVLVW�
RI�GRQRU�DGYLVHG�IXQGV��ZKHUH�GRQRUV�FDQ�VLPSO\�VSHFLI\�ZKLFK�DUHD�WKH\�ZRXOG�OLNH�WKHLU�JLIWV�
WR�EH�DWWULEXWHG�WR��'HVLJQDWHG�IXQGV�DQG�VFKRODUVKLSV�DUH�DOVR�ODUJH�DUHDV�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�����
DQG������UHVSHFWLYHO\��7KHVH�IXQGV�DQG�RWKHUV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�WKURXJK�)LJXUH����

0DQ\�FKDOOHQJHV�DUH�LQYROYHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�PDQDJHPHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��6L[W\�
SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�RQH�RI�WKHLU�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJHV�LQ�HQGRZPHQW�EXLOGLQJ�
LV�WKH�ODFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�RU�UHJLRQV��6L[W\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
DOVR�VWDWHG�WKDW�PRWLYDWLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�LV�RIWHQ�GLI¿FXOW�EHFDXVH�RI�WKH�PLVFRQFHSWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�DQ�
HQGRZPHQW�RU�SKLODQWKURS\�LV��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�SHRSOH�LQ�WKHLU�UHJLRQ�
EHOLHYH�SKLODQWKURS\�LV�IRU�WKH�XSSHU�FODVV�WKDW�FDQ�DIIRUG�WR�VSDUH�GRQDWLRQV�

There is also internal challenges community foundations face when participating in endowment 
EXLOGLQJ��7KLUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VWDWHG�WKDW�SD\LQJ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�IHHV�DQG�
WKH�FXUUHQW�HFRQRP\�SURYLGHV�GLI¿FXOW\�ZKHQ�DGYDQFLQJ�WKHLU�HQGRZPHQW�JRDOV��/DFN�RI�KXPDQ�
UHVRXUFHV�ZDV�DOVR�DQ�LVVXH�IRU�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DV�WKH\�ZLVK�WR�UHFHLYH�KHOS�
IURP�RWKHU�LQGLYLGXDOV��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�XQFOHDU�JRDOV�WRZDUGV�
HQGRZPHQW�EXLOGLQJ�

Figure 20. Types of funds associated with Atlantic Canadian community foundations.



,Q�������WKHUH�ZHUH�WZR�<RXWK�LQ�3KLODQWKURS\�JURXSV�LQ�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGD-
WLRQV��2I�WKHVH��RQO\�RQH�JURXS�LV�FXUUHQWO\�DFWLYH��7KH�LQDFWLYH�JURXS�GLG�QRW�VSHFLI\�WKH�QXPEHU�
RI�PHPEHUV�WKDW�ZHUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW��EXW�ZDV�LQFRUSRUDWHG�LQ������DQG�GLVWULEXWHG�RQH�
JUDQW�WKDW�\HDU�ZRUWK�D�WRWDO�RI�������7KH�DFWLYH�<RXWK�LQ�3KLODQWKURS\�JURXS�ZDV�FUHDWHG�LQ�
������7KH�JURXS�FRQVLVWV�RI���PHPEHUV�DQG�WKH\�GLVWULEXWHG����JUDQWV�ODVW�\HDU�ZRUWK�D�WRWDO�
RI����������,W�LV�DOVR�LPSRUWDQW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�SDUWQHUHG�ZLWK�WKH�\RXWK�LQ�
SKLODQWKURS\�JURXS�KDV�D�\RXWK�HQGRZPHQW�IXQG�FRQVLVWLQJ�RI�DSSUR[LPDWHO\���������

Youth in Philanthropy



$OO�RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�QRWHG�VWUXJJOHV�WR�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�
in their region. When surveyed, no community foundation indicated there was a high aware-
QHVV�RI�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�UHJLRQ��)LIW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�
VSHFL¿HG�WKH\�KDG�D�PRGHUDWH�DZDUHQHVV�LQ�WKHLU�FRPPXQLWLHV��ZKHUH�WKH�RWKHU�KDOI�FODLPHG�
they had a low awareness. There are various tools these community foundations use to engage 
LQ�WKHLU�UHJLRQV�WR�UDLVH�DZDUHQHVV�WR�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�PHFKDQLVPV�
DUH�SDLG�IRU�E\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��EXW�RFFDVLRQDOO\�VHUYLFHV�DUH�GRQDWHG�E\�UDGLR�VWDWLRQV��
RI¿FH�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�PHGLD�FHQWUHV��)LJXUH����RXWOLQHV�WKH�ZD\V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�HQJDJH�
ZLWK�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�LHV��DQG�ZKLFK�RQHV�DUH�PRVW�XVHG�E\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��7KH�PRVW�
SUHGRPLQDQW�VHUYLFHV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DUH�HQJDJHG�LQ�DUH�EURFKXUHV��DQQXDO�UHSRUWV��
ZHEVLWHV��QHZVSDSHU�DGYHUWLVHPHQWV��FRPPXQLW\�PHHWLQJV�DQG�UDGLR�DGYHUWLVHPHQWV�

Engagement with Communities 

Figure 21. Services that are either paid by or donated to community foundations.



,Q�������WKUHH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�$WODQWLF�UHJLRQ�LQLWLDWHG�RU�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�MRLQW�
projects for their communities and regions. These projects include aspects of transportation, 
UXUDO�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ��DQG�SRYHUW\�UHGXFWLRQ��7KHVH�SDUWQHUVKLSV�ZHUH�HVWDEOLVKHG�ZLWK�RWKHU�
charities, community foundations, and government entities.

1HDUO\�KDOI�������RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHFHLYHG�PDWFKLQJ�JUDQWV�LQ�������
The primary source of these matching grants was from private foundations as they provided 
IXQGV�WR���FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV��2WKHU�JURXSV�WKDW�SURYLGHG�PDWFKLQJ�JUDQWV�ZHUH�WKH�IHGHUDO�
JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV��)LJXUH����VKRZV�WKHVH�SHUFHQWDJHV�LQ�D�WDEOH�EHORZ�

Joint Initiatives and Matching Grants

Figure 22. Sources of matching grants.





&RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LGHQWL¿HG�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�UHFHQW�PDMRU�DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�
the survey. The most prominent accomplishments stated were having a positive impact in the 
FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK�JUDQW�PDNLQJ��DQG�UHDFKLQJ�PLOHVWRQHV�LQ�WRWDO�UHYHQXH������RI�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQV���7KLUW\�SHUFHQW�RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DOVR�QRWHG�WKDW�LQFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV�
ZDV�RFFXUULQJ�LQ�WKHLU�UHVSHFWLYH�UHJLRQV��)LJXUH����SURYLGHV�D�VQDSVKRW�RI�VRPH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�
DFFRPSOLVKPHQWV�H[SHULHQFHG�E\�WKHVH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�

Major Accomplishments

Figure 23. Major accomplishments of Atlantic Canadian community foundations.



:KHQ�DVNHG�LI�RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�WKHLU�IXWXUH������RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�\HV��
ZKHUHDV�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG�ZLWK�XQVXUH��+DOI�RI�$WODQWLF�FRPPXQLW\�
IRXQGDWLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�D�KRSH�WKH\�KDYH�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH�EH�IRU�WKH�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�WKHLU�UHJLRQ�
to recognized the effectiveness a prosperous community foundation can have on the quality 
RI�OLIH�ZLWKLQ�D�FRPPXQLW\��5XUDO�UHVLOLHQF\�DQG�KDYLQJ�GH¿QHG�SULRULWLHV�ZHUH�DOVR�KRSHV�WKDW�
����DQG�����FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KHOG��UHVSHFWLYHO\�

7KHUH�ZHUH�VHYHUDO�WRROV�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�ZRXOG�KHOS�WKHP�LQ�WKH�PDQDJH-
PHQW�RI�WKHLU�IRXQGDWLRQ��7KH�PRVW�FRPPRQ�WRROV�ZHUH�KDYLQJ�D�PDUNHWLQJ�SODQ�DQG�IXQG�
GHYHORSPHQW�WRROV��ZKHUH�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKHVH�UHVRXUFHV�ZRXOG�
EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�DVVHW�XQGHU�WKHLU�GD\�WR�GD\�RSHUDWLRQV��2QH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�QRWHG�
WKDW�KDYLQJ�GLUHFWLRQ�LQ�IXWXUH�SODQQLQJ�ZRXOG�EH�KHOSIXO�IRU�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ��$QRWKHU�IRXQGDWLRQ�
FRQVLGHUHG�KDYLQJ�SDUWQHUVKLS�EXLOGLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�ZRXOG�EH�XVHIXO�IRU�WKHLU�GRQRU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��
)LJXUH����GLVSOD\V�WKH�GHVLUHG�WRROV�EHORZ�

Looking Forward

Figure 24. Desired tools to assist Atlantic Canadian community foundations.



&RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DOVR�LGHQWL¿HG�WKHLU�JRDOV�IRU�WKH�QH[W���WR���\HDUV��2YHU�KDOI�������RI�
FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�VWDWHG�IRU�LQFUHDVHG�HQGRZPHQW�JURZWK�LQ�WKH�FRPLQJ�\HDUV������RI�
FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�DOVR�UHVSRQGHG�WKDW�LQFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�¿QDQFLDO�VWDELOLW\�ZHUH�
JRDOV�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��7KHVH�JRDOV�FDQ�EH�VHHQ�LQ�)LJXUH����

Figure 25. Goals for the next 3-5 years.



Highlights
�� &RPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�ERDUG�FRPSRVLWLRQ�LV�DOPRVW�WZR�WKLUGV�PDOH�DQG�UDUHO\�LQFOXGH�
LQGLYLGXDOV�XQGHU�WKH�DJH�RI�����

�� ���SHRSOH�HPSOR\HG�E\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQ���������IXOO�WLPH�VWDII�PHPEHUV����
SDUW�WLPH�VWDII�PHPEHUV��DQG���FDVXDO�VWDII�PHPEHUV�

�� ����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�GR�QRW�HPSOR\�DQ\�VWDII�PHPEHUV�\HDU�URXQG�

�� $OWKRXJK�DOO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KROG�VWUDWHJLF�SODQV�RQO\�����IROORZ�WKHLU�SODQV�
closely. 

�� /HVV�WKDQ�����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ¶V�KDYH�SODQV�IRU�PDUNHWLQJ�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV��
VWDI¿QJ��RU�ERDUG�VXFFHVVLRQ�SODQQLQJ� 

�� $OO�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KROG�DQQXDO�JHQHUDO�PHHWLQJV��KRZHYHU��RQO\�����RI�
PHHWLQJV�DUH�RSHQ�WR�WKH�SXEOLF� 

�� ����RI�$WODQWLF�&DQDGD¶V�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�JUDQWLQJ�SULRULWLHV��
�����GRHV�QRW�KDYH�VSHFL¿F�FULWHULD�WRZDUGV�JUDQWLQJ�

�� The top three granting areas are education/training, social services, and health. 

�� The three most frequent methods to raise endowments are targeted contacts, 
planned giving programs, and fundraising dinners/galas. 

�� 7KH�JUHDWHVW�FKDOOHQJH�GHVFULEHG�E\�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�ZDV�GRQRU�UHODWLRQV��
IROORZHG�E\�SROLF\�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�ODFN�RI�KXPDQ�UHVRXUFHV�� 

�� ����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�UHVSRQGHG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�RSWLPLVWLF�DERXW�WKH�
transfer of wealth, where half were unsure if they could capitalize on this process. 

�� �����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�UHFHLYHG�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�LQGLYLGXDOV�LQ�������KRZHYHU��
RQO\�����RI�WKHP�UHFHLYHG�JLIWV�IURP�ORFDO�EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�SULYDWH�IRXQGDWLRQV� 

�� 1R�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQ�H[SUHVVHG�WKHLU�FRPPXQLW\�UHJLRQ�KDG�D�KLJK�DZDUHQHVV�
RI�WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��+DOI�RI�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�LQGLFDWHG�WKH\�KDG�D�PRGHUDWH�
awareness in their communities, the remainder claimed they had a low awareness. 

�� ����RI�FRPPXQLW\�IRXQGDWLRQV�FODLPHG�WKDW�D�PDUNHWLQJ�SODQ�DQG�IXQG�GHYHORSPHQW�
WRROV�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQ�DVVHW�XQGHU�WKHLU�GD\�WR�GD\�RSHUDWLRQV��
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